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Assault of the Paramours: How to Date Wisely; the 3 Stages of Romance: Attraction, Compatibility, Rapport (Soul Harmony)

		16.	As young adults advance through high school and into college they will most likely engage in the custom of dating.  During this time it is the woman’s responsibility to learn as soon as possible the spiritual status of her escort.
		17.	If she discovers he is an unbeliever then her primary objective is to evangelize him.  In some cases women have seen their right man saved by her own witness.
		18.	However, if he rejects the Gospel this is a clear indication from God that continued “romantic” involvement with the person is unbiblical and should be terminated. 
		19.	In the process of terminating the relationship no issue should be made of his refusal to believe in Christ.  Such refusal is his privilege under human freedom.
		20.	However, every young lady has the right to refuse a date for whatever reason she so chooses and she need not verbalize why, in fact, to inquire why would be an invasion of the young woman’s privacy.
		21.	For her to express why would potentially, through gossip, give a heads-up to other suitors on how to deceptively approach her.  It could conceivably scare off a potential right man while others who are less than honorable will deviously respond to the Gospel in order to maintain a relationship.
		22.	Yet once it is established the date is a believer then normal application of doctrine begins in the development of the relationship.  If an unbeliever he is off limits.  If saved he is a prospect and doctrine guides both through the early stages of romance.
		23.	The courting experience for a believer advances through as many as three stages of romance:
			Attraction: 
(1)	This is where the man and woman are drawn to each other’s obvious characteristics, such as, physical appearance, personality, manners, dress, talent, abilities, opinions, and attitudes.  In this initial stage there can be a great deal of emotion that blinds them to many signals indicating something is wrong.
(2)	Physical attractiveness and sharing a few common interests deludes the naïve into believing they are involved in the love of the century.  Most marriages today occur in this state of romance.  It is primarily based on what you see but what you see is not all you get.  Underneath are flaws and problems which are yet to be revealed.  
(3)	But the major overriding character flaw is unbelief which is completely incompatible with a believer in Jesus Christ.
(4)	No matter how hard the young couple may try or how much they choose to ignore it, they can never advance to the next stage which is:
			Compatibility:
(1)	This is the stage where each becomes enlightened with regard to the other’s inner self.  There is no such thing as having to establish physical compatibility.  I can assure you that you are sufficiently compatible in that area.
(2)	However, soul compatibility is rare and is possible with only a very few people.  Marriage has a better chance of success in this stage.  But remember, a believer and an unbeliever cannot enter into this stage.   It is reserved for two believers or two unbelievers.
(3)	Further, a couple will find compatibility extremely difficult to achieve if the young lady is spiritually advanced over the young man.
(4)	When soul compatibility is established then the two may move into the third category:
			Rapport:
(1)	This is the unique experience enjoyed by right man-right woman.  It is harmony of thought involving attitudes, beliefs, standards, morals, principles, and emotions.
(2)	This does not imply that the two are in 100-percent agreement on all issues in these areas, but the differences each have complement the other’s.  Their idiosyncrasies are attractive and endearing to one another rather than repulsive and discordant.
(3)	Consequently, rapport is not to be understood as the cloning of souls but rather the unifying of souls.
(4)	Since marriage is a divine institution and is the standard designed by God for order in societies then this rapport of souls is possible for unbelievers.
(5)	Unbelievers enjoy this rapport by appreciating areas in which the two agree and are willing to tolerate each other’s differences under principles of establishment.
(6)	But if some of these “differences” are part of fundamental cultural issues then the marriage is on shaky ground.  This is why two people of different religious, cultural, racial, political, social, and philosophical backgrounds find it difficult to achieve happiness in marriage.  There is too much inherent conflict within their souls for harmony to be achieved much less maintained.


