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Review: Jn 14:26; 15:26; Discernment: Proper Response to Homosexual Behavior; Unbelievers Cannot Discern the Spiritual, 1 Cor 2:14-15; Sin Cannot Be Ignored

What is the Christian’s proper response to such issues as homosexuality and sexual freedom?
The answer is discernment.  All behaviors, good or bad, are the result of decisions.  Therefore, when behavior patterns are observed it may be concluded that decisions have been made to produce them.
Insight to determine whether given behaviors are desirable or undesirable is provided by Scripture in two categories: (1) establishment principles intended for all and (2) commandments directed toward believers.
Establishment principles are designed for the protection, stability, orderly function, survival, and blessing of the human race.  Establishment principles include four divine institutions: (1) The individual and his free will, (2) one man and one woman united in marriage and the only environment for legitimate sex, (3) the family which provides the organized humility for rearing children, and (4) the national entity, one of which in every generation of the Church Age hosts believers and therefore comes under divine protections as God’s client.
Believers are held responsible to submit to the commandments of Scripture.  Jesus Christ is the Member of the Trinity that has the authority to judge those who violate biblical mandates.  He will punish the sins of unbelievers and impose discipline on believers for these violations.
Violations by either the unbeliever or believer fall under the biblical classification of ¡mart£nw, hamartanō.
The alpha privative with rough breathing, ¡-, ha-, is prefixed to the verb me…romai, meiromai.  The verb means “to obtain one’s share of” but the prefix negates it.  There are things that God does not let us share.  The form that results is the verb harmartaō which means “to fail, to be at fault, to go wrong, to miss the mark, to not live up to a standard.”  The one English word that is used to translate harmartanō is “sin.”
The idea of sin is rejected by Progressives who insist that the concept is judgmental.  But what the word signifies is that a person has violated a standard imposed by God.  The Progressives’ rejection of “God” or “divine standards” does not change the fact that people fail.
NOTE: Denial of sin does not change the fact that people sin. But it does allow people to develop standards of right and wrong based on human viewpoint which inevitably come into conflict with biblical standards.
Judges 21:25 -	In those days Israel had no king. Each man did what he considered to be right in his own eyes.  (NET)
Therefore to suggest that sin is simply a “religious concept” and not applicable to “nonbelievers” would require us to remove from the dictionaries such words as “failure, wrongdoing, error, mistake, or illegal.”  All languages have these words in their lexicons.  Such things are facts of life and to deny them is to be self-deluded.
With regard to homosexuality, establishment principles that relate to the entire human race and biblical mandates directed exclusively toward believers condemn the practice.
Thus, when someone proclaims that he or she is homosexual, that person has confessed to a behavior that deviates from the biblical standard.  Not only this but also there is the testimony of human history that demonstrates the negative result of such practices both on the individuals involved and the society at large that openly allows the lifestyle with impunity.
However, it is impossible for those who believe there are general standards of decency and decorum for individual behavior to ignore these violations.  This is not intolerance but discernment—ability provided to the believer through his knowledge of biblical truth by means of the Holy Spirit:
1 Corinthians 2:14 -	[NET]  The unbeliever does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him.  And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned [ ¢nakr…nw, anakrinō: to discern, evaluate, examine ].
v. 15 -	The one who is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is discerned by no one.
In verse 14 we find that the unbeliever cannot understand those things related to the Holy Spirit because they are “spiritually discerned,” a reference to the grace system of perception.  Anakrinō here is present passive indicative:
present:	Static; a condition which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.
passive:	The believer’s ability to discern is an asset he receives from the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
indicative:	Declarative; a statement of fact.
In verse 15, we learn that the mature believer “discerns all things,” the present active indicative of anakrinō:
present:	Customary; denotes that which habitually occurs, or may be reasonably expected to occur.
active:	The believer with a high inventory of divine guidance produces the action.
indicative:	Declarative; a statement of fact.
Verse 15 concludes with a reiteration of the unbeliever’s inability to discern the spiritual life of the believer.  It, too, is a static present which means that this circumstance perpetually exists.
Therefore, through discernment the believer is able to recognize behaviors that are desirable and undesirable.  He recognizes that the former are acceptable while the latter are not.  This is not intolerance but wisdom.  
Discernment allows a person to discriminate in his selection of friends, to choose whom he or she should date, and insight about who qualifies for consideration as a right person.
Discernment of right and wrong is a necessary part of living a healthy life and each of us has a right to choose his associates.  To do so is not being intolerant, for what is being rejected is not the person but his behavior.
If a homosexual changes his behavior then he may be accepted as a person that has returned to normalcy.  However, the tragic truth is that few are able to do so. 


