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4 July 5, 2004 

Wearing the Armor of God  
With Purpose 

 

First Session: 

Personal Life Responsibilities: 
 

There are some men up here who have volunteered to read some very impressive 
readings and citations.   

It is not necessary for a civilian to stand during the reading of a military citation. It 
is appropriate to give applause at the end of each citation.   

On the reading of the last citation you will all be asked to come to attention.  

Attention is to stand up straight, hands at your side and remain quiet and 
motionless until put at ease.   
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Medal of Honor 
*DAMATO, ANTHONY PETER  

Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S. Marine Corps.  

Born: 28 March 1922, Shenandoah, Pa. Accredited to: Pennsylvania.  

Citation:  

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty while serving with an assault company in action against enemy Japanese forces 
on Engebi Island, Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, on the night of 1920 February 1944. 
Highly vulnerable to sudden attack by small, fanatical groups of Japanese still at large 
despite the efficient and determined efforts of our forces to clear the area, Cpl. Damato 
lay with 2 comrades in a large foxhole in his company's defense perimeter which had 
been dangerously thinned by the forced withdrawal of nearly half of the available men. 
When 1 of the enemy approached the foxhole undetected and threw in a hand grenade, 
Cpl. Damato desperately groped for it in the darkness. Realizing the imminent peril to all 
3 and fully aware of the consequences of his act, he unhesitatingly flung himself on the 
grenade and, although instantly killed as his body absorbed the explosion, saved the lives 
of his 2 companions. Cpl. Damato's splendid initiative, fearless conduct and valiant 
sacrifice reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave 
his life for his comrades. 
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Medal of Honor 
 

*GONZALEZ, ALFREDO  

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps, Company A, 1st Battalion, 1st 
Marines, 1st Marine Division.  

Place and date: Near Thua Thien, Republic of Vietnam, 4 February 1968.  

Entered service at: San Antonio, Tex. Born: 23 May 1946, Edinburg Tex.  

Citation:  

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty while serving as platoon commander, 3d Platoon, Company A. On 31 January 
1968, during the initial phase of Operation Hue City, Sgt. Gonzalez' unit was formed as a 
reaction force and deployed to Hue to relieve the pressure on the beleaguered city. While 
moving by truck convoy along Route No. 1, near the village of Lang Van Lrong, the 
marines received a heavy volume of enemy fire. Sgt. Gonzalez aggressively maneuvered 
the marines in his platoon, and directed their fire until the area was cleared of snipers. 
Immediately after crossing a river south of Hue, the column was again hit by intense 
enemy fire. One of the marines on top of a tank was wounded and fell to the ground in an 
exposed position. With complete disregard for his safety, Sgt. Gonzalez ran through the 
fire-swept area to the assistance of his injured comrade. He lifted him up and though 
receiving fragmentation wounds during the rescue, he carried the wounded marine to a 
covered position for treatment. Due to the increased volume and accuracy of enemy fire 
from a fortified machine gun bunker on the side of the road, the company was 
temporarily halted. Realizing the gravity of the situation, Sgt. Gonzalez exposed himself 
to the enemy fire and moved his platoon along the east side of a bordering rice paddy to a 
dike directly across from the bunker. Though fully aware of the danger involved, he 
moved to the fire-swept road and destroyed the hostile position with hand grenades. 
Although seriously wounded again on 3 February, he steadfastly refused medical 
treatment and continued to supervise his men and lead the attack. On 4 February, the 
enemy had again pinned the company down, inflicting heavy casualties with automatic 
weapons and rocket fire. Sgt. Gonzalez, utilizing a number of light antitank assault 
weapons, fearlessly moved from position to position firing numerous rounds at the 
heavily fortified enemy emplacements. He successfully knocked out a rocket position and 
suppressed much of the enemy fire before falling mortally wounded. The heroism, 
courage, and dynamic leadership displayed by Sgt. Gonzalez reflected great credit upon 
himself and the Marine Corps, and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. 
Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.  
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Medal of Honor 
STRYKER, ROBERT F.* 

Rank and organization: Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army, Company C, 1st Battalion, 
26th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division.  

Place and date: Near Loc Ninh, Republic of Vietnam, 7 November 1967.  

Entered service at: Throop, N.Y. 

Born: 9 November 1944, Auburn, N.Y.  

Citation:  

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sp4c. Stryker, U.S. Army, distinguished himself while serving with Company C. 
Sp4c. Stryker was serving as a grenadier in a multicompany reconnaissance in force near 
Loc Ninh. As his unit moved through the dense underbrush, it was suddenly met with a 
hail of rocket, automatic weapons and small arms fire from enemy forces concealed in 
fortified bunkers and in the surrounding trees. Reacting quickly, Sp4c. Stryker fired into 
the enemy positions with his grenade launcher. During the devastating exchange of fire, 
Sp4c. Stryker detected enemy elements attempting to encircle his company and isolate it 
from the main body of the friendly force. Undaunted by the enemy machinegun and 
small-arms fire, Sp4c. Stryker repeatedly fired grenades into the trees, killing enemy 
snipers and enabling his comrades to sever the attempted encirclement. As the battle 
continued, Sp4c. Stryker observed several wounded members of his squad in the killing 
zone of an enemy claymore mine. With complete disregard for his safety, he threw 
himself upon the mine as it was detonated. He was mortally wounded as his body 
absorbed the blast and shielded his comrades from the explosion. His unselfish actions 
were responsible for saving the lives of at least 6 of his fellow soldiers. Sp4c. Stryker's 
great personal bravery was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army. 
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Medal of Honor 

 

*Christ, Jesus  

Rank and Organization: Messiah of the One True Godhead 

Place and Date:  Golgotha, The place of Skulls 

Entered Service:  The Desert following baptism 

Born:  25 December 0001, Bethlehem 

Citation: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the cost of His own life above and beyond 
the call of duty. Jesus Christ, the God-Man, distinguished himself while operating  with a 
company of twelve men was serving as Savior of the world in a multicultural, hostile 
environment.  As his unit moved through the areas of Egypt, Asia Minor, Israel and the 
Middle East they encountered hostile forces from all fronts.  Christ, with no regard for 
His Own safety, spread the unwelcome message from His Commander.  On one occasion 
He encountered the commander of the enemy forces on a hill and was offered the world 
for His surrender, He denied the enemy and proceeded to fight in the face of certain 
death.  With the power to forego a humiliating death on a cross, He proceeded to fulfill 
the orders of the Father. He was captured by the enemy, stripped, publicly beaten, spit on, 
whipped to the near point of death, forced   to carry His Own death cross through the 
streets of the people he came to save. Jesus Christ’ body absorbed spikes through the 
hands and feet and a crown of thorns driven into His skull.  He refused to die until He had 
absorbed every sin of the world on Himself. Jesus Christ great personal sacrifice and 
bravery were in keeping with the expectations and prophesy of the Bible and the highest 
order of the Father in heaven and demands great credit from all of heaven and earth.   
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Eph 5:22 – 6:20 

Life at Home 
To the wives vs. 22-24 
RIGHHHHT! If immature women in Christ could take any doctrine out of the 
Bible, this would make the top of the list.  If you struggle with these four verses, 
you are no different than any other generation, in any other dispensation. Women 
were given the cosmic gift of control. Do not be fooled by the TV commercials, 
propaganda and overall post-modern thought that women are just like men.  You 
are not.  Do not confuse your self-appointed role with responsibility. You have a 
charge from God to behave and respond in a certain way toward your husband; 
obedience over pride. You are challenged to compliment and encourage your 
husband.  Do not let your pride get in the way of your own spiritual growth. Your 
husband has a fragile ego and no one on earth can break that ego in half quicker 
than you. If you are trying to control your husband you will find yourself pushing 
against a wall that, like concrete, just gets harder until one day it starts to 
deteriorate and fall apart.  He has the conviction of the Holy Spirit. God is 
growing your husband up and if you take time to realize what he is today as 
compared to last year, or when you met you will realize how blessed you are to 
have a husband that loves the Lord and is striving to serve Him.  
 
To the husbands vs. 25-33.   
That’s all I have to say about that.  If you come home and your right woman, your 
gift from God, is less than receiving to your grand arrival from work, DO NOT 
throw the verses 22-24 on her. The Unknown Soldier’s grave will finally get a 
name engraved on it.  You are the initiator in your marriage.  When there is fire 
coming from the mouth of the one you love, put it out with love. When you spit 
fire and venom how does Christ treat you? Does He yell back? If there is sadness, 
share it.  Does Christ not care of your sadness and pain? If there is conversation, 
listen intently as Christ listens to you. You are to initiate all love. Your time of 
initiation is not just 15 minutes before you go to bed, rather, all day. You are to 
listen. You are to give your all in the same way Christ gave Himself up for the 
church. Do not beat your wife. Do you beat her mentally every day? Leave work 
at work. Don’t throw all your problems of the job on your wife so she can carry 
them around like luggage for you.  Tell her the good news of the day.  When you 
come home involve yourself in the home where God made you the head. By the 
way, He didn’t put dead in front of that. Yes husbands, you are responsible to 
make your home a godly home. The easy out is coming home and check out in 
front of the TV of\r computer. You are charged in the same way as your wife, you 
are not to fall into the trap of post-modern thinking that you are “smart at work 
dumb at home.”  I too have convinced my wife I cannot do laundry.  It only took 
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me two years before my wife told me I am never allowed to do laundry again.  I 
think that’s in the Bible though.     
 
To the kids 6:1-3  
Parents we know this verse.  We can quote this and our children can quote this 
without effort.  It may be the most quoted passage in the households of believers.  
Husbands, can you quote verses 25-33. What a challenge. Let’s go for it.  Let’s 
memorize these verses.  
 
To the Dads vs. 4  
We’re already back on Pop. I call this the bark collar verse.  You know how those 
work, don’t you? If you bark three times it gives you an electrical shock capable of 
taking the hair off your head.  We have a tendency to bark at our children. Our 
wife looks at us and gives us the “would you lay off him, he’s only seven.”  OOPS!   
Take a breathe, say a prayer.  My Dad said he never spanked any of his children 
when he was mad.  He either lied or I haven’t got that facet of parenthood down 
yet.  Pray before you say something to your children or what you say will be in 
anger, not edification in their walk with the Lord.    
 
To the Employee vs. 5-8   
Do your work unto the Lord.  Don’t be a man pleaser just to please man.  That is 
to say, you are not to function in your daily work looking for an opportunity to 
have your boss pat you on the head and tell you what a good worker you are.  We 
give that kind in the military a little title of their own.  Their last name is snorkel.  
If you are the little pleaser type you are known by all.  Knock off the nonsense and 
give of your whole self to the job God has blessed you with.  Don’t get hung up on 
the who’s who at work.  Leaders recognize those who work with a zeal that cannot 
be easily understood.   They wonder what makes you tick. Leaders on the other 
hand know beyond a shadow of a doubt what makes the brown-nose function.  
Work with confidence and conviction.  
 
To the Bosses vs. 9 
You may be above a subordinate here on earth but in heaven you are your 
employee are the same in God’s eyes.  If you are beating your employees because 
you are not making some quota then you are not much the leader.  Lead with 
compassion. There are times when a subordinate need a little dance on the ear but 
that is only one style of leadership.  Look at Christ and His leading. How could a 
carpenter take 12 men who had their quirks and shortcomings and motivate them 
to carry the gospel to all four corners of the ancient world?  Let’s look at some of 
the qualities of Christ’s leadership.  He trained his men constantly, he prayed for 
them without ceasing, he maintained focus on the mission, and kept the mission 
simplified.  He charged them to get the job done.  He didn’t spend a whole lot of 
time asking them how they felt about their job and didn’t tell them they were 
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going to fail as often as they succeed. He did tell them they would be rejected and 
they were going to suffer.  Do you train your people constantly? Do you pray for 
your employee’s personal lives, their struggles, and their success?   Do you let 
them know you are fallible?   

If you believe God’s word, you must also know God is the Author of Order and 
the opposite of God is chaos.  He had the writers lay out His word in order.  There 
is an order by which we must live our lives to glorify Him.  There is a proper order 
to pray, to sing, to worship and to serve. He wants your personal life 
responsibilities (PLRs) to be in order so you can effectively serve Him in the 
battle for souls. There is a difference to having things in order and making them 
perfect.  You will never get your PLRs perfected, but on the other hand, you 
cannot be effective if you do knowing have a area in your personal life in 
shambles.  These include those things in our lives that are the everyday, ordinary, 
and redundant.  You may have heard these referred to as details of life. My wife 
and kids are more than just details.  Besides, if I ever called my wife a detail well 
…. I’m still here so obviously I haven’t done it.   

We can get complacent in the areas of life God has blessed us with most, our wife, 
our husband, our children and our job. We spend probably 80% of our time with 
our PLRs. Some spend that much time trying to get out of this area of living and 
their life becomes misery.   It is the chastening after vain things trying to add 
temporal happiness to our lives. We all know temporal happiness in just that. It is 
insatiable and has the potential to devour you. Don’t try to add to what God has 
determined to be your limitation of happiness or you will get on a train that runs 
out of track quickly. If you find that you are more comfortable doing other things 
than being a husband or wife, a father or mother than chances are you are probably 
a very desolate person inside.  

Eph 5:22-6:9 are the PLRs charged to us by the Great General to take hold of, and 
take care of so we can go forth in the plan He has designed for our lives.  

There is not a Soldier, Sailor, Marine or Airmen that has not heard this familiar 
order:  “take care of their personal affairs people, we are going to war.”  

Perhaps another illustration you might find more familiar is, we need to take the 
Lincoln Log out of our own eye before we try to conduct micro-surgery on 
someone else’s.  

Ready yourself to don the armor of God for purpose. 

  


