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Review (33): It’s a Wonderful Life”: Clarence’s Debriefing: The Divine Decrees in George Bailey’s Childhood; His Pursuit of a False Destiny as an Adult

4)	In this scene we see George Bailey completely submit to his unfair and unjust boss.  He showed a willingness to endure physical abuse out of respect for Mr. Gower’s grief over the sudden death of his son.  He pled with his boss not to strike his ear again but also sought to comfort him in his loss.  He promised him that he understood and would never mention the incident to anyone.
5)	George kept his word to Mr. Gower.  He never mentioned it again.  He never held a grudge nor sought revenge.  He and Mr. Gower maintained a friendship as adults as if the event had never occurred.
6)	Young George Bailey provides a wonderful illustration of the Royal Law, orientation to authority, compassion at the loss and grief of others, flexibility under pressure, kindness, thoughtfulness, respect, and personal integrity.  George had a willingness to do the right thing even though it meant personal difficulty for himself.  He showed responsibility by refusing to deliver what he knew was a deadly prescription.  He sought adult advice and when he couldn’t find it he had the character to stand by his decision.
7)	Finally, the additional damage to George’s ear would go undetected since he has lost his hearing in the rescue of his brother Harry from the icy lake.
PRINCIPLE:	No event, no matter how small, can be misplaced in the decrees, or ignored altogether, without having profound impact on all events.
PRINCIPLE:	The decree of God is His eternal and immutable will regarding the future existence of events which will happen in time, plus the precise manner and order of their occurrence.



PRINCIPLE:	By the decree, God has rendered certain all events of the universe.  Not the smallest incident or the slightest fact was unknown or unrecognized by Him.
8)	When young George Bailey went to ask his father’s advice about what to do with the poisonous prescription, Mr. Bailey was tied up in a discussion with Henry Potter about a loan the Building and Loan had at Potter’s bank.  Potter was playing hardball and young George interrupted at a most inopportune time.  Consequently, his father told him to please save his question for later.  With that George went back to the pharmacy and that’s when the confrontation occurred between him and Mr. Gower.
9)	At the end, when Mr. Gower realized his error and sought George’s forgiveness, is when George promised to never speak of the incident again.  This was a protection for Mr. Gower.  The blow to George’s ear had minimal impact since George had already lost his hearing anyhow.  So no one would guess he had been abused.  Pa Bailey’s meeting with Mr. Potter was so timed that George couldn’t reveal to his father the problem with the prescription.  These two incidences would have destroyed Emil Gower’s reputation as a druggist and branded him an abuser of children.  Even the sudden loss of his own son would not have been an acceptable excuse for the loss of one child’s life, who would have been unwittingly given poison by his parents, and the physical abuse of another.  Instead the personal integrity of a teenage boy saved Mr. Gower’s reputation while the divine decrees took into consideration the precise manner and order of how these seemingly independent events played out.
PRINCIPLE:	Omniscience knows every thought, decision, and action in human history, how they relate to each other, and how they relate to all the possible alternatives.
PRINCIPLE:	Every cause and effect is related to another cause and effect and to another and another.

PRINCIPLE:	In the case of every free will act of a moral agent, the decree itself provides at the same time the following:
a.	The agent shall be a free agent.  The decree establishes volition.  Everyone is accountable for his own decisions. 
b.	The antecedents and all antecedents of the act in question shall be what they are.  Once something happens, that’s it.  It is part of the system of cause and effect; it becomes part of the basis for other things happening down the line.
c.	All present conditions of the act shall be what they are.  God enables us to orient to reality and to face the facts.  If our arrogance or ignorance lead us to make decisions which overlook certain facts, those facts nevertheless are what they are.
d.	The act shall be perfectly spontaneous and free on the part of the agent.  This emphasizes self-determination.
e.	The act shall be certainly future.  It will definitely take place, at a certain time, after the decree is given.
PRINCIPLE:	Omniscience perceives the free as free (God will never tamper with your volition), the necessary as necessary (divine justice as our point of reference), together with all their causes, conditions, successions, relations, and interactions, as one indivisible system of things (every cause and effect is related to another cause and effect, and so on, so that the course of human history is just as man thinks it, wills it, and does it), every link of which is essential to the integrity of the whole.
10)	Throughout the film the relationship between George Bailey and Emil Gower is one that should be discussed with your children with emphasis on the doctrinal applications and character traits exhibited by both of them.




11)	Returning now to the PROM chip review of George Bailey’s life given by King of Arms, Seraph Joseph, to Pursuivant Messenger Clarence Oddbody.  Joseph switches from George’s childhood to his adult life and we become acquainted with Ernie the cab driver, Bert the policeman, Violet, a childhood classmate, and his brother Harry.
12)	George is making plans to attend college after a vacation to Europe.  Over dinner, George’s father expresses the hope that George will return to Bedford Falls following graduation and run Bailey Bros. Building and Loan.
13)	George however has high ambitions of becoming an architect, building air fields, skyscrapers, and bridges.  But first on his agenda is a trip to Europe to visit Italy, Greece, the Parthenon in Athens, and the Colosseum in Rome.
14)	George tells his father that he couldn’t be tied down to a desk job in Bedford Falls to which his father responds, “You’re right, George.  You ought to get out of this town.  No one can make it in Bedford Falls unless he’s willing to crawl to Potter.”
15)	Free to now decide his own future, George decides to attend the party and dance at Bedford Falls High School where Brother Harry is about to be graduated.  It is here that he is re-introduced to his future wife, Mary Hatch.
16)	He was immediately attracted to Mary as a high school senior, someone whom he had known as a child but had not paid much attention to over the years.  Mary and George were immediately attracted to each other although George denied it at first.
17)	George had set logical and attainable goals and objectives for himself, however he was about to learn that he was pursuing a false destiny.



PRINCIPLE:	In the ROM chip, God has willed the highest and best for us while in the PROM chip, we have the option of willing the worst for ourselves.
18)	It was about this time that the decrees presented George with a series of circumstances that would reveal to him his true destiny.  As with all of us this conversion of thought takes time and is wrought with a number of circumstances that are at first viewed as hindrances to one’s own goals and objectives. 
19)	However, for the positive believer, this transformation of thought leads him on the path God desires for him to follow in the fulfillment of His perfect plan.


