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The Inscrutable Question: Delusions of Splendor Cause Lucifer to Utterly Corrupt His Wisdom, Ezk 28:17a

	21.	For Lucifer, the directive will of God was for him to hold the position of Anointed Cherub and to carry out the duties of that office.
	22.	Those duties required Lucifer to maintain a viewpoint centered on the love of God and its policies, which are expressed in the standards of perfect righteousness, enforced through the auspices of perfect justice, and executed by means of grace.  In this way Lucifer maintained the viewpoint will of God.
	23.	Lucifer’s maximum wisdom gave him the perspicacity to know how to carry out his duties as (1) high priest to the angels, (2) administrator over the affairs of the angelic community, and (3) official spokesperson of divine policy.  In this way he fulfilled the operational will of God.
	24.	The equivalent of geographical will can be drawn from Lucifer’s assignment to the throne room and performing his various assignments as its honor guard and protector of divine righteousness.
	25.	Ezekiel 28:17a is a review of Lucifer’s first fall and documents the sin that brought it about as well as its motivation.  From it we have now learned the following:
Ezekiel 28:17a -	“Your stream of consciousness circulated attitudes of arrogance resulting in a haughty self-exaltation and inordinate ambition because of your physical beauty; you utterly corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor …
The Hebrew word for “splendor” is closely associated with ypy, yepi / yof-EE /, the word for “beauty.”  However, this word brings out a very interesting aspect of his beauty that adds to Lucifer’s motivation to rebel against divine authority and the desire to supersede Jesus Christ as ruler of the angels.  The word is:
	hxpy, yip’a / yif-AH / - “splendor; brightness; to shine brilliantly; to radiate”
	1.	This is the same word that is used to describe the Shekinah Glory in Old Testament theophanies.
Deuteronomy 33:2 -	“The Lord came from Sinai and dawned on them from Seir / SEE-ar /; He shone forth [ hxpy, yip’a / yif-AH / ] from Mount Paran / Pay-run / and He came from the midst of ten thousand angels …”
Psalm 50:2 -	Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shone forth [ hxpy, yip’a / yif-AH / ].
Psalm 80:2 -	Oh, give an ear, Shepherd of Israel, You who are enthroned above the cherubs, shine forth [ hxpy, yip’a / yif-AH / ]!
	2.	Lucifer was honor guard of the throne room where he walked among the stones of fire that reflected the “shining forth” of the Shekinah Glory seated upon His throne.
Ezekiel 28:14 -	[CTL] “You were the cherub anointed to proclaim and protect divine integrity, the one who covers.  I have by means of grace placed you in the ultimate position of responsibility and authority.  You resided in the throne room of God.  You walked in the glow of its foundation that reflected the light of the Shekinah Glory with the brilliance of lapis lazuli.
	3.	Lucifer served the Lord Jesus Christ in the throne room of the third heaven.  He was constantly in the presence of the shining forth of the Shekinah Glory.
	4.	He was no doubt aware of the fact that his angelic body was also endowed with a resplendence he assumed gave him the credentials to encroach upon the Lord’s domain.  
R. B. Thieme, Jr.  Satan and Demonism.  3d ed.  (Houston: R. B. Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries, 1966), 1-2:
The preeminent angel was “Lucifer, son of the morning (Isa. 14:12 KJV), the most dazzling creature of light ever to come from the hand of God: his radiant beauty breathtaking in its perfection; his voice resonant and melodious; his wisdom beyond mortal comprehension; his clothing of iridescent light studded with priceless jewels.  God appointed this peerless angel to the exalted position of honor guard to His throne.
Lucifer should have responded to this supreme honor and privilege with utter devotion to his Creator.  Instead, he became narcissistic, enamored with his own importance: Such brilliance, such beauty should never be subservient to anyone.  His spark of arrogance ignited the flames of power lust as Lucifer grew increasingly dissatisfied with the position God had sovereignly assigned him.  He craved to possess the very power and glory of God, to usurp the throne for himself, to overthrow divine authority.
	5.	Lucifer’s thought process came to the point of rebellion.   All of his supreme attributes are mentioned in this excerpt but the one asset that triggered sedition was his “radiant beauty breathtaking in its perfection.”
	6.	Wisdom is the combination of knowing the righteous standard and then making proper application of this knowledge to life.
	7.	Lucifer, however, became enamored with his beauty and was corrupted by the idea that his radiant splendor placed him on an equal footing with the Shekinah Glory.
	8.	The thoughts of rebellion began with the notion that he was as resplendent as the Lord.   It was obvious to him that he possessed the attributes to manage the angelic population as he had proved in the course of his duties as Anointed Cherub.
	9.	Lucifer lost his grace and doctrinal orientations and moved from humility to arrogance.  He actively sought the throne and began a campaign to solicit the support of his angelic charges.
	10.	This resulted in his first fall.  He was indicted by the grand jury of omniscience, charged with violation of the divine standard.
	11.	The indictment was referred to the Department of Justice, which decided to prosecute the case.  A formal trial was held and justice concluded that the principle of divine love had been violated requiring judgment upon the guilty. 
	12.	The guilty verdict resulted in a sentence to a newly created place of incarceration called in Scripture the lake of fire.  The duration of divine judgment was set to be for all eternity.
	13.	Lucifer was aware of the love of God being undiminished and executed under a policy of grace.  He challenged the verdict and the sentence under the assertion that a loving God could not in fairness bring judgment down upon one of his own creatures.
Ezekiel 28:17a - “Your stream of consciousness circulated attitudes of arrogance resulting in a haughty self-exaltation and inordinate ambition because of your physical beauty; you utterly corrupted your wisdom by reason of the radiant splendor of your iridescent body.
	14.	If his splendor was the catalyst that corrupted his wisdom then it becomes important to find out what wisdom is and where it is located.  If Lucifer is capable of corrupting his wisdom from his own free will then so are we.


