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The Inscrutable Question: Filling of the Holy Spirit, Eph 5:18; Defiling Your Temple, 1 Cor 3:16-17; Absolutes of Spirituality & Carnality, 1 Cor 3:1-3
Ephesians 5:18 -	Stop being intoxicated by wine which is dissipation but keep on being filled with the Holy Spirit.
The verb for the “filling” of the Holy Spirit is the present passive imperative of the verb:
plhrÒw / pleroo / -	Active voice, “to fill”; passive voice, “to be filled.”
Other applications include “to fill up a deficiency”; “to fully possess”; to fill with a certain quality”; and “to fully influence.”  In the passive voice in Ephesians 5:18 it means, “to keep on being filled.”  The morphology of the verb reveals it to be a:
present:	tendential; it represents the idea of what is intended to occur but not taking place at the moment.  Therefore, this mandate indicates that the believer is involved in a state of drunkenness rather than being filled with the Holy Spirit and he is ordered to stop the former and begin the latter.
			Execution of the mandate begins with rebound but is maintained by a series of volitional decisions to reject temptation and avoid sinning.  Therefore, when a carnal believer submits to this mandate and rebounds then the tense of the verb changes to the retroactive progressive present, the present tense of duration, and denotes that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  This indicates present linear action and thus refers to the process of redeeming and investing time.
passive:	The subject is the Church Age believer who is being acted upon by the Holy Spirit.  The passive voice is the voice of grace: rebound is a grace provision for recovery from carnal death and the filling of the Holy Spirit is the grace result.
			Once the Holy Spirit is back in control of our lives we are able to utilize His divine power.  The deficiency created by personal sin has now been eliminated by the filling of the Holy Spirit.
imper.:	Positive; a mandate imploring the volition of the carnal believer to use the problem-solving device of rebound and recover from cosmic living described as dissipation.
It is instructive for us to observe the correlation between the fact that our bodies have been converted into a temple for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ and the mandate to be filled by the Holy Spirit.  This correlation is made perspicuous in:
1 Corinthians 3:16 -	Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Holy Spirit of God dwells in you?
1 Corinthians 3:17 -	If any man destroys [ fqe…rw / phtheiro /: to destroy by means of corrupting and thus bringing into a worse state ] the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy and that is what you are. 
The believer who enters into carnality by means of dissipation or sexual immorality defiles the temple of God created of his body by the Holy Spirit.  All believers are brought together as the Body of Christ by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
When a believer habitually becomes involved in the defilement of his body he also defiles the temple of God and thus corrupts it to that degree.  In order to protect the rest of the body and to preserve the sanctity of its mission and function, God often must remove such a wayward believer from this life through the sin unto death, totidem verbis, “God will destroy him.”
We learn that when a believer commits personal sin he enters into a status quo of carnality and falls under the power of his first husband, the sinful nature:

1 Corinthians 3:1 -	And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men [ pneumatikÒj / pneumatikos /: dative of advantage of being filled with the Holy Spirit ], but as to men of flesh [ s£rkinoj / sarkinos /: dative of disadvantage of those believes who are neutralized by the weakness of the sinful nature through personal sin ] as to babes in Christ.
The believer is both filled and controlled by the power of the Holy Spirit or he is weakened and controlled by the tyranny of the sinful nature.  The former is status quo spirituality while the latter is status quo carnality.
v. 2 -	I gave you milk to drink [ basic doctrines ], not solid food [ advanced doctrines ]; for you were not yet able to receive them.  Indeed, even now you are not yet able,
1 Corinthians 3:3 -	for you are still fleshly [ sarkikÒj / sarkikos /: belonging to the flesh, indicates that the believer is functioning under wheel-tracks of wickedness and can’t be distinguished from the unbeliever ].  For since there is jealousy [ zÁloj / zelos / ] and strife [ œrij / eris / ] among you, are you not carnal [ sarkikÒj / sarkikos / ], and are you not walking like mere men [ unbelievers ]?


