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The Inscrutable Question: Double Entendres in Gen 4:7; Ishah’s Curse: Negative Interpretation of “Desire” in Gen 3:16 Compared with Gen 4:7
45)	The Lord challenged Cain’s volition by emphasizing the down side of the wrong decision.  Cain is an unbeliever functioning under the three arrogant skills.
46)	If he makes the decision to continue bringing the wrong sacrifice then he will move into the area of intensified bitterness and become vulnerable to satanic influence.
47)	The Lord’s use of two double entendres form paronomasias that present to Cain clear options for consideration:
	The word translated “sin” is taFj /chattath / and can be translated negatively as a personal sin or positively as a sin offering.

The word translated “crouching” is Jbr / ravas / and can be translated aggressively as “crouching,” for example, a lion anticipating an attack, or passively, for example, a lamb in repose awaiting to be sacrificed.
48)	Which way will Cain choose?  If he continues to bring vegetables then he continues to remain in rebellion against the divine mandate to offer a sacrificial animal.
49)	The sin crouching at the door has to do with the intensification of bitterness and the reverse process of the three arrogant skills.
50)	The implied alternate choice is salvation through faith alone in Messiah alone.  Salvation is commemorated by the offering of a sacrificial lamb upon the altar.  It lies in repose awaiting Cain’s decision to present him to the Lord.
51)	The verb “desire,” hqWvT / teshuqa /, can also be translated two ways as either a positive or negative motivation.  As the former it would indicate a desire to offer the approved sacrifice.  But in context it refers to sin, whose desire is to co-opt Cain into Satan’s plan to destroy the line of Christ through the murder of Abel.
52)	The only way that Cain can stop his rapid rush into fratricide is to become the ruler of his sinful nature which can only be accomplished through salvation.
53)	The word translated “master” is lvm  / mashal /, the same word found in Genesis 3:16 for Adam’s rulership over the woman.
54)	In Genesis 4:7b the word hqWvT / teshuqa / refers to Cain’s first husband who seeks to advance his tyrannical control over his soul in order to not only maintain its power but also to increase it thereby satisfying its lust for murder.
55)	In Genesis 3:16b the word hqWvT / teshuqa / refers to Ishah’s hunger and thirst for that power which drove her to eat the forbidden fruit.
56)	Once she chose to eat she acquired a sinful nature and the authority over her soul was instantly switched from Adam over to a paramour, the newly created sinful nature that now enslaves her under its tyrannical control.
57)	This becomes a trend for Ishah and, as a part of the curse, for each woman in history.  The woman has an innate desire to wrest control away from the man in marriage over to herself.
58)	In order to do this she must submit to the sinful nature.  This results in a ménage à trois.  She leaves the authority and protection of her husband and goes a whoring after her first husband, the sinful nature.
59)	Although she may acquire control over her husband by means of his abdication of authority, she unwittingly submits to the tyranny of her sinful nature.
60)	Cain had the option to assume rulership over his sinful nature and chose instead to submit to it, thus fulfilling its lust to control his life and manipulate his thinking.
61)	Ishah had a hankering for power and forsook the authority of her husband in a futile attempt to be like God.
62)	By seeking to circumvent the authority system established by God, Ishah acquired a sinful nature.  Part of her curse was to fall under continual temptation from her sinful nature’s lust for power.
63)	However, regardless of her efforts, successful or not, her husband will forever and always possess plenipotentiary authority over her in marriage.
64)	Our correlation of Genesis 4:7b with Genesis 3:16b is supported by:
Walvoord, John F. and Roy B. Zuck.  The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament.  (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1985), 33-34:
(In Genesis 3:16) the words translated “Your desire will be for your husband” mean that the woman would attempt to get her husband to sin.  This may be compared with Genesis 4:7.
God’s advice was that if Cain would please God by doing what is right, all would be well.  But if not, sin would be crouching at his door, ready to overcome him.  Sin desires to have Cain but Cain could have the mastery over it.  These words show God’s interpretation of “desire,” the same Hebrew word in Genesis 3:16.  Here is the perpetual struggle between good and evil.  Anyone filled with envy and strife is prey for the evil one.
Genesis 3:16 -	To the woman the Lord said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in your pregnancy; in pain you shall bring forth children.  Your desire [ hqWvT / teshuqa / ] shall be to usurp your husband’s authority; yet he shall rule [ lvm / mashal / ] over you.”  
		11.	The woman’s punishment for violating the divine mandate is that she must bear children—plural.  However, through this process a future “Seed” will be born and become Satan’s ultimate adversary.
		12.	Adam is involved in fathering the children in Genesis 3:16.  But he is not mentioned in the Messianic passage of Genesis 3:15.  Satan will put the pieces together and realize that his Protagonist will enter into human history by means of a virgin birth.
		13.	Satan used the woman’s rebellious tendencies in Genesis 3:1-6 to bring the first phase of the appeal trial to an end.  The argument for the Prosecution was a perfect couple in a perfect environment with perfect life.  
		14.	Duplicity and deceit lured the woman into a trap and she fell.  Ishah was not what we might call a serious student of the Word of God.  She attended Bible classes because Adam required it of her.  However, she was not really interested in the Lord’s teachings and as a result she did not concentrate on His message.  We learn this from Genesis 3:1-3.

