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Psalm 119:43, Contrast between the Confidence in Verse 42 & that in Verse 43: Batach: Objects of False Security
1)	Positive security occurs when confidence is placed in Bible doctrine and in the grace of God.
2)	Negative security occurs when confidence is placed in anything or anyone else.
3)	It is interesting to note that when the translators of the Septuagint found batach used in the negative sense they rendered it by the Greek word pepo…qhsij /pepoithesis / which also means to trust, have confidence in, or to have assurance.
4)	When the translators found batach in the positive sense they used the Greek word ™lp…zw /elpizo / which is translated “confident expectation.”
5)	Obviously the Scripture recommends that we place our confidence in God and His Word and if we direct our trust towards any other object we rest on a false security.
6)	Any security not based on God and His Word is unreliable and will lead to failure.
7)	The Scripture provides us with abundant examples of those who place their faith and trust in the things of this world resulting in their own demise.
Proverbs 11:28 -	He who trusts in his riches will fall but the righteous will flourish like the green leaf.
	12)	Not even military preparedness is a sure defense for a Client Nation when its citizens rejects Bible doctrine.
Deuteronomy 28:49 –	“The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand
v 52 -	And it shall besiege you in all your towns until your high and fortified walls in which you trusted come down throughout your land.


	13)	National crisis because of negative volition results in most people relying upon human viewpoint solutions while the few who remain loyal to truth depend upon God and His grace.
Jeremiah 17:1 -	The sin of Judah is written down with an iron stylus and with a diamond tip it is facilitated into long-term memory associated with the stream of consciousness as well as engraved upon the horns of your altars.
v 2 -	Even your children are able to remember your altars and Asherah poles beside the spreading trees on the high hills.
Feinberg, Charles L.   Jeremiah: A Commentary.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1982; p. 127:
Verse 2 … the children in Judah will be so steeped in idolatry by their parents that the desire for it will emerge at the slightest provocation.
v 3 -	My mountain (Jerusalem) in the land and your wealth and all your treasures I will give away as plunder, together with your high places, because of your sin throughout the land.
v 4 -	Through your own fault you will loose the inheritance I gave you.  I will enslave you to your enemies in a land you do not know for you have kindled my anger and it will burn forever.
v 5 -	Thus saith the Lord, “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind, who makes flesh his strength and whose inventory of thought turns away from the Lord.
v 6 -	He will be like a Juniper bush in the desert; he will not see prosperity when it comes.  He will live in the parched places of the Jornada, in a salty land where no one lives.
v 7 -	But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him.


v 8 -	He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.  It (such a tree) does not fear when heat comes for its leaves are always green (life).  It has no anxiety in years of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
	14)	You will note that in time of national crisis (this case is Jeremiah’s prophecy of the invasion of Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar) two types of trust emerge within the population.
a.	The tendency among those without a spiritual life is to put their trust in mankind and the things of this world.
b.	The practice among those with a spiritual life is to place their trust in God and His Word.
c.	Dr. Feinberg gives us an analysis of the two in his book.
Feinberg, Jeremiah, p. 129:
Judah was prone to rely on Egypt, Babylon, and others.  It is best to understand verses 5-8 as emphasizing the need of reliance on God alone in all life’s circumstances.  The one who trusts man is mentioned in verses 5-6.  The one who relies on God is referred to in verses 7-8.  The results of choices are clearly spelled out: a curse on trust in mere man, a blessing on reliance on the Lord.  Where one depends on man, spiritual life cannot thrive.  That person is like the dwarf juniper of the desert.  Its leaves are not refreshed by rain so it is both stunted and starved.  This is the lot of the person foolish enough to trust in mere man.
On the contrary, the person who trusts in the Lord is blessed indeed.  He need fear no circumstance in life.  Again, the figure of a tree is used.  The blessed man is firmly planted where there is abundance of water.  Growth and fruitfulness, therefore, are assured.
15)	Even a nation that is militarily prepared is not immune from divine wrath when it has turned its attention from Bible doctrine.
Hosea 10:13 -	You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice, and you have eaten the fruit of lies.  Because you have trusted in your way, in your numerous warriors,

v 14 -		therefore, a tumult will arise among your people and all your fortresses will be destroyed.
16)	And the least source of security is found in the strength of politicians.
Psalm 146:3 -	Do not trust in princes, in mortal man, in whom there is no deliverance.
17)	This same idea is the subject of Psalm 118 where trust in politicians is compared along side trust in God.
Psalm 118:8 -	It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.
v 9 -	It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in politicians.
18)	And in times of national crisis the Scripture advises us not to even rely upon friends and neighbors.
Jeremiah 9:3 -	“My people bend their tongue like their bow.  Lies and not truth prevail in the land for they proceed from evil to evil and they do not know Me,” declares the Lord.
v 4 -	“Let everyone be on guard against his neighbor and do not trust any brother, because every brother deals craftily and every neighbor goes about as a slanderer.
v 5 -	“Everyone deceives his neighbor and does not speak the truth.  They have taught their tongue to speak lies.  They weary themselves committing iniquity.
v 6 -	“Your dwelling is in the midst of deceit.  Through deceit they refuse to know Me,” declares the Lord.
19)	Finally, man must not have confidence in himself or his own strength.
Proverbs 3:5 -	Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.
v 6 -	In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.

Proverbs 3:7 -	Do not be wise in our own eyes.


