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The Origin of Astronomy: Bullinger & Josephus Credit Adam, Seth, & Enoch with Original Development of 
the Carousel’s Testimony; the Revelation Begins with Virgo & Ends with Leo 

1. The Origin of Astronomy 

Of the three writers we are next to consult there are a number of heavenly bodies that 
each will cite and before encountering them we need to identify, describe, and define 
the significance they have toward our discovery of the “star” of Bethlehem. 

I must once again remind you of my insistence that we keep astrology and 
astronomy at odds.  It will become clear as we progress through this study that 
astrology is a satanic counterfeit of astronomy, the latter introduced in Genesis 1. 

The first thing we must study is the alleged history of the naming of the 
constellations.  There are a number of sources available on this but one must be very 
careful to select writers that are not involved in astrology. 

Of the three sources we will consult, the first is The Witness of the Stars by Ethelbert 
W. Bullinger. 

Bullinger (1837–1913) was born in Canterbury, England … a direct descendant 
of Johann Heinrich Bullinger, a covenant theologian who succeeded Zwingli 
in Zurich in 1531. 

Educated at King’s College, London, he was a recognized scholar in the field 
of biblical languages.  Dr. Bullinger believed in and taught the pretribulation, 
premillennial rapture.  Some of his best known works are The Witness of the 
Stars (1893), Figures of Speech Used in the Bible (1898), and The Companion 
Bible (1922).1 

The Introduction to his The Witness of the Stars gives us the background we need 
regarding the constellations: 

For more than two thousand five hundred years the world was without a 
written revelation from God.  The question is, ―Did God leave Himself without 
a witness?‖  The question is answered very positively by the written Word 
that He did not.  In Romans 1:19 [–20] it is declared that, ―because that which 
is known about God is evident to them.  For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without 
excuse.‖2 

But how was God known?  How were His ―invisible things,‖ i.e., His plans, His 
purposes, and His counsels, known since the creation of the world?  We are 
told by the Holy Spirit in Romans 10:18.  (p. 1) 

Having stated in v. 17 that ―Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the 
Word of Christ,‖ He asks [v. 18a], ―But I say, surely they have never heard, 
have they?  Indeed they have.‖  And we may ask, ―How have they heard?‖  
The answer follows [v. 18b]—―Their voice has gone out into all the earth, and 
their words to the ends of the world.‖  What words?  What instruction?  
Whose message?  Whose teaching?  There is only one answer, and that is 
―the heavens!‖  This is settled by the fact that the passage [Romans 1:18b] is 
quoted from Psalm 19, the first part of which is occupied with the revelation of 
God written in the heavens [vv. 1–7], and the latter part with the revelation of 
God written in the word [vv. 8–14].  (pp. 1–2) 

                                                           
1
 Mal Couch, ed., Dictionary of Premillennial Theology, (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1996), 65–66. 

2
 Dr. Bullinger‟s biblical quotes are from the King James Version.  For better clarity I have replaced them with 

translations from the New American Standard Bible. 
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It is a remarkable fact that it is in the Book of Job, which is generally allowed 
to be the oldest book in the Bible, that we have references to this stellar 
revelation.  This would be at least 2,000 years before Christ.  In that book the 
signs of the Zodiac3 and the names of several stars and constellations are 
mentioned, as being ancient and well-known.  (pp. 6–7) 

In Isaiah 40:26 we read:— 

Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars, 
the One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all 
by name; because of the greatness of His might and the 
strength of His power, not one of them is missing. 

We have the same evidence in Psalm 147:4. 

He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of 
them. 

Here is a distinct and Divine declaration that the great Creator both numbered 
as well as named the stars of heaven. 

The question is, ―Has He revealed any of these names?  Have any of them 
been handed down to us?‖ 

The answer is Yes; and that in the Bible itself we have the names (so ancient 

that their meaning is a little obscure) of Ash (vu* ‘ash, a name still connected 

with the Great Bear), Cesil (lys!K = kesil), and Cimah (hm*yK! kimah). 

They occur in Job 9:9: ―Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades, and the 
chambers of the south?‖  (p. 7) 

Job 38:31–32: ―Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, or loose the cords of 

Orion?  Can you lead forth a constellation [torZ*m ^ mazzaroth] in its season 

[the twelve constellations of the northern carousel], and guide the Bear with 
her satellites [composite stars]?‖  (pp. 7–8) 

Amos 5:8: He who made the Pleiades and Orion …  

Then we have the term ―Mazzoroth,‖ Job 38:32, and ―Mazzaloth,‖ 2 Kings 23:5.  
The former in both versions is referred to the Twelve Sign as the Zodiac [i.e., 
the twelve constellations of the carousel], while the latter is rendered 
―planets.‖ 

Others are referred to by name.  The sign of ―Gemini,‖ or the Twins, is given 
as the name of a ship: Acts 28:11 [At the end of three months we set sail on 
an Alexandrian ship which had wintered at the island (Malta), and which had 

the Twin Brothers for its figurehead.], DiÒskouroi (Dioskouroi, i.e., Castor & 
Pollux).4 

Most commentators agree that the constellation of ―Draco,‖ or the Dragon 
(between the Great and Little Bear), is referred to in Job 26:13: ―By His Spirit 
He has garnished the heavens; His hand has formed the crooked serpent.‖  
(p. 8) 

                                                           
3
 The biblical word for the twelve constellations that rotate around the North Pole is torZ*m^ (mazzaroth).  

Astrology uses the word Zodiac, from the Greek zJdiakÒj (zōidiakos): “a carved figure.”  To distinguish 

biblical passages from the vocabulary of astrology, I have chosen to use the more descriptive English word 

carousel to describe these twelve configurations. 

 
4
 “Literally: sons of Zeus.  These twin sons of Zeus and Leda were deified and their names given to the bright 

stars in the constellation Gemini.  They were regarded as the patron deities of sailors.  The „sign‟ was carried on 

the prow of the vessel, after the manner of our „figureheads‟” (E. W. Bullinger, The Companion Bible [Grand 

Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1993], 1658). 
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Thus we see that the Scriptures are not silent as to the great antiquity of the 
signs and constellations. 

If we turn to history and tradition, we are at once met with the fact that the 
Twelve Signs (the Carousel) are the same both as to the meaning of their 
names and as to their order in all the ancient nations of the world.  The 
Chinese, Chaldean, and Egyptian records go back to more than 2,000 years 
B.C.  Indeed, the Zodiacs in the Temples of Denderah5 and Esnéh, in Egypt, are 
doubtless copies of Zodiacs still more ancient, which, from internal evidence, 
must be placed nearly 4,000 B.C., when the summer solstice was in Leo. 

Josephus hands down to us what he gives as the traditions of his own nation, 
corroborated by his reference to eight ancient Gentile authorities, whose 
works are lost.  He says that they all assert that ―God gave the antediluvians 
such long life that they might perfect those things which they had invented in 
astronomy.‖ 

Cassini commences his History of Astronomy by saying ―It is impossible to 
doubt that astronomy was invented from the beginning of the world; history, 
profane as well as sacred, testifies to this truth.‖  Nouet, a French astronomer, 
infers that the Egyptian Astronomy must have arisen 5,400 B.C.!  (p. 9) 

Ancient Persian and Arabian traditions ascribe its invention to Adam, Seth, 
and Enoch.  Josephus asserts that it originated in the family of Seth; and he 
says that the children of Seth, and especially Adam, Seth, and Enoch, that 
their revelation might not be lost as to the two coming judgments of Water 
and Fire, made two pillars (one of brick, the other of stone), describing the 
whole of the predictions of the stars upon them, and in case the brick pillar 
should be destroyed by the flood, the stone would preserve the revelation 
(Book I, chs. 1–3).6  (p. 10) 

Another important statement is made by Dr. Budge, of the British Museum.  
He says, ―It must never be forgotten that the Babylonians were a nation of 
stargazers, and that they kept a body of men to do nothing else but report 
eclipses, appearances of the moon, sunspots, etc.‖7  (p. 11) 

                                                           
5
 “Dendera \den'-da-rä\. Upper Egypt; ancient city dedicated to worship of goddess Hathor; temple was begun 

first century B.C. and added to by the Romans; among temple decorations was a celebrated zodiac now in the 

Louvre in Paris” (Merriam-Webster’s Geographical Dictionary, 3d ed., s.v.: “Dendera”). 

 
6
 “God afforded them [Adam, Seth, Enoch, et al.] a longer time of life on account of their virtue, and the good 

use they made of it in astronomical and geometrical discoveries, which would not have afforded the time of 

foretelling [the periods of the stars] unless they had lived six hundred years; for the great year is completed in 

that interval.  Now I have for witnesses to what I have said, all those that have written Antiquities, both among 

the Greeks and barbarians; for even Manetho [man'-a-thō], who wrote the Egyptian History, and Berosus 

[ba-rō'-sas], who collected the Chaldean Monuments, and Mochus , and Hestiæus, and, besides these, 

Hieronymus [hī-a-rän'-a-mas] the Egyptian, and those who composed the Phœnician History, agree to what I 

here say: Hesiod [hē'-sē-ad] also, and Hecatæus [hek-a-tē'-as], Hellanicus [hel-a-nī'-kas], and Acusilaus; and, 

besides these, Ephorus [ef'-a-ras] and Nicolaus [nik-a-lā'-as] relate that the ancients lived a thousand years.  But 

as to these matters, let every one look upon them as he sees fit” (Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, chap. 

3, para. 9 in The Life and Works of Flavius Josephus, trans. William Whiston [New York: Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston, nd], 38). 
7
 E.A.Wallis Budge, Babylonian Life and History, 3d ed. (London: The Religious Tract Society, 1891), 36. 
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―Astronomy, mixed with astrology, occupied a large number of tablets in the 
Babylonian libraries, and Isaiah, 47:13, refers to this when he says to Babylon, 
―You are wearied with your many counsels; let now the astrologers, those 
who predict by the new moons, stand up and save you from what will come 
upon you.‖  The largest astrological work of the Babylonians contained 
seventy tablets, and was compiled by the command of Sargon of Agade8 
thirty-eight hundred years before Christ!  It was called the ―Illumination of 
Bel.‖9  (p. 12) 

These excerpts by Bullinger imply that when God created the universe in Genesis 1:1 
He arranged the objects produced in such a fashion that they would permanently 
depict from the platform of Planet Earth the entire story of the angelic conflict, the 
victory of a conquering Redeemer over an evil interloper, and the deliverance of 
those who responded to the message.  Bullinger’s Table of Contents provides an 
excellent outline of this thesis. 

To understand the proposition it is important that we note Bullinger’s synopsis of it.  
He refers to the constellations as the subject of the word “signs” in: 

Genesis 1:14 - Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of 
the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for 
signs [ toa ʼoth  ] and for seasons and for days and years.” 

It bears repeating the excerpt from R. B. Thieme, Jr., we cited earlier: 

The lightbearers were to designate signs [toa ʼoth], seasons, days, and 

years.  The Hebrew ʼoth means a ―sign, ensign, flag, token, or monument.‖  
These lightbearers display God’s workmanship (Psalm 19:1); have been used 
by God to reveal the ―signs of the times‖ such as the birth of Christ (Matthew 
2:2), … and are used by man to predict changes in the weather.10 

Before there was a permanent written record to preserve the Word of God, Bullinger 
and others maintain that the stars provided an incorruptible, unalterable record of 
the divine message: the arrangements within the North Pole’s Carousel told this 
story, repeating it month by month, year by year, their boundaries and the “pictures” 
imputed to each were developed and named by the succession of generations of 
Adam through Seth to Enoch. 

Bullinger’s conclusion of his Introduction sets up the story behind the “signs” of the 
Carousel:  

This brings us to the Signs themselves and their interpretation.  These 
pictures are designed to preserve, expound, and perpetuate the one first great 
promise and prophecy of Genesis 3:15,11 that all hope for Man, all hope for 
Creation, was bound up in a coming Redeemer; One who should be born of a 
woman; who should first suffer, and afterwards gloriously triumph; One who 
should first be wounded by that great enemy who was the cause of all sin and 
sorrow and death, but who should finally crush the head of ―that Old Serpent 
the Devil.‖  

                                                           
8
 “Akkad.  The northern division of ancient Babylonia.  From about the 4th millennium B.C., inhabited by a 

leading Semitic people called the Akkadians” (Merriam-Webster’s Geographical Dictionary, 3d ed., s.v.: 

“Akkad”). 
9
 E. W. Bullinger, The Witness of the Stars (1893; repr., Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1984), 1–2; 7–12. 

 
10

 R. B. Thieme, Jr., Creation, Chaos, and Restoration, 3d ed. (Houston: R. B. Thieme, Jr., Bible Ministries, 

1995), 20–21. 

 
11

 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on 
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These ancient star-pictures reveal this Coming One.  They set forth ―the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow.‖  Altogether there are forty-
eight of them, made up of twelve Signs, each sign containing three 
Constellations.  

These may be divided into three great books, each book containing four 
chapters (or Signs); and each chapter containing three sections or 
(Constellations).  (pp. 19–20) 

But where are we to begin reading this wondrous Heavenly Scroll?  A circle has 
proverbially neither beginning nor end.  In what order are we to consider these 
signs.  It is clear that unless we can determine this original starting point we can 
never read this wondrous book aright. 

Virgo is the only point where we can intelligently begin, and Leo is the only 
point where we can logically conclude.  (p. 20) 

Beginning, then, with Virgo, let us now spread out the contents of this Heavenly 
Volume, so that the eye can take them in at a glance.12  (p. 22) 

There are three constellations that are of great importance in our search for the star of 
Bethlehem: (1) Virgo, (2) Pisces, and (3) Leo.  We will mention some of the others in 
passing but these three are of major consideration since how they were understood 
by the astronomers of antiquity are instructive to us in our search. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” (Genesis 3:15, NASB). 
12

 E. W. Bullinger, The Witness of the Stars (1893; repr., Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1984), 19-20; 22. 

 


