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Q & A about the Star: Age of Christ at the Crucifixion, Day of the Crucifixion, Definitions of Prograde & 
Retrograde, & the Carousel’s Testimony Regarding the 2d Advent; Bibliography for “The Mystery of the Star”; 
Outline of the “Intermezzo” 

VIII. Q & A about the Star 

Following Sunday’s (04/18/10) showing of the DVD, The Star of Bethlehem, a few 
questions were asked related to Fred Larson’s presentation. 

Q:  If, as Larson stated, the crucifixion occurred in April of A.D. 33 and Jesus was 
born in 2 B.C., would He not have been 35 years old at His death? 

A:  The virgin birth of Jesus occurred on June 17, 2 B.C., when Venus conjuncted 
with Jupiter in the constellation of Leo.  This means that on June 17 of 1 B.C. 
He was one year old.  At midnight on December 31, 1 B.C. our Gregorian 
calendar switches to January 1, A.D. 1.  On June 17, A.D. 1, the Lord was age 2.  
If you start with June of 1 B.C. and move forward to June of A.D. 33 you have 
a total of 34 years.  Since Jesus was crucified in April of A.D. 33, then He was 
still 33 when He died. 

Q:  Larson stated that the crucifixion occurred on Friday, April 3, A.D. 33.  Does 
the astronomical record contradict our claim that the crucifixion occurred on 
a Wednesday? 

A:  I am dubious of his choice of the day of the week.  There are four calendars 
involved in this study—Roman, Julian, Gregorian, and Jewish.  The Jewish 
calendar is lunar and its days start at sundown whereas the other three are 
solar and start at midnight.  To assert with confidence that the crucifixion 
occurred on Friday is a claim I’d like to see verified.   Nevertheless, the 
phrase ―three days and three nights‖ used by our Lord in Matthew 12:40, 
trumps the accurate claim by some that the Jews considered parts of days as 
inclusive, e.g., an hour on a Friday, all day Saturday, and an hour on Sunday 
can be referred to as three days.  The Lord’s inclusion of ―three nights‖ must 
be interpreted as three full twenty-four hour days. 

Q:  What is the difference between prograde and retrograde with regard to the 
movement of the planets against the background of the fixed stars? 

A:  Retrograde motion is an apparent change in a planet’s direction as it moves 
across the background of the fixed stars.  This is an optical illusion since the 
planet, e.g., Jupiter, does not physically start moving backwards in its orbit.  
It just appears to do so because of the relative positions of Jupiter and Earth 
in their orbits around the Sun. 

  Normally, the planets move west-to-east through the stars at night.  This is 
referred to as prograde motion. However, periodically their motion appears 
to change and they seem to move east-to-west through the stars.  We call this 
retrograde motion.  The retrograde motion continues for a short time and 
then the motion switches back to prograde—west to east.  This seemingly 
strange behavior is easily understood within the context of a Sun-centered 
(heliocentric) solar system.  The explanation for retrograde motion in a 
heliocentric model is that retrograde occurs roughly when a faster moving 
planet catches up to and passes a slower moving planet, e.g., the earth vis-à-
vis Jupiter.1 

                                                           
1
 http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question46.html. 

 

http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/glossary_level2/glossary_text.html#retrograde
http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/questions/question46.html
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Q:  John Kovacs of World Net Daily published an article on April 18, 2010, 
entitled, ―2nd Coming of Jesus etched in night sky?‖  In this article Kovacs 
quotes several pastors that contend that the Second Coming of Christ is 
displayed in the Carousel.  

A:  Although my emphasis was on the star observed by the Magi, I did touch on 
this a couple of times while explaining the Carousel.  The Enochian School 
teaches that the starry story begins with Virgo (virgin birth) and ends with 
Leo (Second Advent) and in between is the angelic conflict being resolved by 
fulfillment of the Lord’s prophecy in Genesis 3:15. 

  It is quite possible that the stars (including planets, moon, and sun) continue 
to transmit ―signs‖ that might allow us to ―anticipate‖ or ―identify‖ certain 
events.  However, in light of Paul’s axiom to Timothy ―always learning but 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth‖ (2 Tim 3:7), the world 
waxes toward total chaos while its leaders (?) profess their self-aggrandizing 
belief that their high intelligence and benevolent aims will lead us to man-
created paradise.  The signs pouring forth knowledge of the divine plan are 
being repeated annually in the skies while we have eyes to see yet do not 
see.  To comprehend the divine message it would take years of analyzing the 
―speech poured forth‖ (Psalm 19:2).  But, too many lights, too much to do, 
and too little understanding of what to look for prevents the possible 
epiphany.  Still, time marches on and so does the Carousel.  Nevertheless, 
―some glad morning, when we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the 
victory,‖ although, like the citizens of Jerusalem in Matthew 2:3, it will occur 
to our complete surprise.  The concept of Boötes being the image of the 
conquering Messiah at the Second Advent is addressed by E. W. Bullinger in 
his book The Witness of the Stars: 

Boötes \bō-ō'-tēz\ (The Coming One).  This constellation still further develops 

this wondrous personage.  He is pictured as a man walking rapidly, with a 
spear in his right hand and a sickle in his left hand.  The Greeks called him 

Bo-ö-tes, which is from the Hebrew root Bo (aoB, to come), meaning the 

coming.  It is referred to in Psalm 106:13, ―Before the Lord, for He is coming, 
for He is coming to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples in His faithfulness‖ (NASB). 

It is probable that his ancient name as Arcturus \ärk-tur'-as\ (as referred to in 

Job 9:9), for this is the name of the brightest star (in the left knee).  Arcturus 
means He comes. 

Aratus \a-rāt'-as\ calls him Arctophylax ('ArktofÚlax [Arktophulax]),  i.e., 

the guardian of Arctos (¥rktoj [arktos]), the flock of the greater fold, called 
today the Great Bear: ―Behind, and seeming to urge on the Bear, Arctophylax, 
on earth Boötes named ….‖ 

The ancient Egyptians called him Smat, which means one who rules, subdues, 
and governs.  They also called him Bau (a reminiscence of the more ancient 
Bo), which means also the coming one. 

The star in the spear-head is named Al Katurops, which means the branch, 
treading under foot. 

The star just below the waist on his right side is called Mirac, or Mizar, or  Izar.  
Mirac means the coming forth as an arrow; Mizar, or Izar, means the 
preserver, guarding. 

The star in the head is named Nekkar, i.e. the pierced (Zechariah 12:10), which 
tells us that this coming judge is the One who was pierced. 



 
The Concept of Freedom by the Founding Fathers 10-04-25-A.TG09-67 / 3 

 © 2010 by Joe Griffin Media Ministries.  All rights reserved. www.joegriffin.org 

This brings us back again to Genesis 3:15, and closes up this first chapter of 
the First Book (Virgo).  It shows us the Person of the Promised Seed from the 
beginning to the end, from the first promise of the birth of the Child in 
Bethlehem, to the final coming of the great Judge and Harvester to reap the 
harvest of the earth.  This was the vision which was afterwards shown to John 
(Revelation 14:15–16), when he says: 

Revelation 14:14 - Then I looked and behold, something very 
important: a white cloud and He [ Jesus Christ ] Who was sitting on 
the cloud was like the Son of Man [ in hypostatic union with 
emphasis on true humanity ], and He has a golden crown 

[ stšfanoj, stephanos: the regal crown of the victor in battle ] 

and a sharp sickle [ dršpanon, drepanon: symbol of judgment ] in 
His hand. 

v. 15 - Then another angel [ seraph rank ] came out of the temple 
and proclaimed with a loud voice to Him who was sitting on the 
cloud, “Send in Your sickle and reap, for the harvest has become 
overripe [ xhra…nw, xērainō: dried up; speaks of maximum evil ]. 

v. 16 - Then He Who was sitting on the cloud swung His sickle over 
the earth and the earth was reaped.  (CTL) 

This is the conclusion of the first chapter of this First Book.  Here we see the 
woman whose Seed is to bruise the serpent’s head, the Virgin-Born, the 
Branch of Jehovah, perfect man and perfect God, Immanuel, ―God with us,‖ 
yet despised and rejected of men, and yielding up His life that others may 
have life for evermore.  But we see him coming afterwards in triumphant 
power to judge the earth. 

This is only one chapter of this First Book, but it contains the outline of the 
whole volume, complete in itself, so far as it regards the Person of the Coming 
One.  Like the Book of Genesis, it is the seed-plot which contains the whole, 
all the rest being merely the development of the many grand details which are 
included and shut up within it. 

It is only one chapter out of twelve, but it distinctly foreshadows the end—
even ―the sufferings of Christ and the glory which should follow.‖2 

IX. Bibliography: The Mystery of the Star 

For further study on the Magi, the star of Bethlehem, the Carousel, the Enochian 
School, and astronomy, the following references are suggested: 

Richard Hinckley Allen, Star Names: Their Lore and Meaning (1899; repr., New 
York: Dover Publications, 1963). 

E. W. Bullinger, The Witness of the Stars (1893; repr., Grand Rapids: Kregel 
Publications, 1984). 

Steven M. Collins, Parthia: The Forgotten Ancient Superpower and Its Role in 
Biblical History (Royal Oak, MI: Bible Blessings, 2003). 

Robert W. Faid, A Scientific Approach to Biblical Mysteries (Carmel, NY: 
Guideposts, 1993). 

Jack Finegan, Handbook of Biblical Chronology, rev. ed. (Peabody: 
Hendrickson Publishers, 1998).  

Joseph A. Seiss, The Gospel in the Stars: Primeval Astronomy (Philadelphia: 
The Muhlenberg Press, 1884). 

                                                           
2
 E. W. Bullinger, The Witness of the Stars (1893; repr., Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1984), 42–44. 
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Starry Night Pro 6.3 (Simulation Curriculum Corp., 2009).  © 2007 by 
Imaginova Corp. 

XVI  Outline of the Intermezzo: 

I. Intermezzo 

II. Roman Reversionism 

III. The Augustan Census 

IV. Joseph & Mary: From Betrothal to Nuptials: 
a. The Annunciations 
b. ―The Magnificat‖ 
c. The Betrothal of Joseph & Mary 
d. The Nuptials of Joseph & Mary 

V. Christmas Time? 

VI. The Nativity in Bethlehem 

VII. The Magi of Persia & Babylonia: Historical Background 

VIII. Jewish Dispersions down to the Time of Christ: 
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, & Parthia 

IX. The Battle of Carrhae: DVD 

X. Political Background of Palestine 

XI. Historical Impact & Jewish Deportees 

XII. The Political Intrigues of Herod the Great 

XIII. The Parthian Magi Arrive in Jerusalem 

XIV. The Magi’s Visit to Palestine: Matthew 2:1–12 
Summary of the Hypostatic Union 

XV. The Mystery of the Star: 
a. Introduction 
b. Uses of ―Star‖ in Scripture: 

(1) Jesus Christ 
(2) Angels 
(3) Celestial Objects 

c. The Views of the Theologians: Jesus Christ or an Angel: 
(1) Duane Edward Spencer 
(2) Steven M. Collins 

d. The Magi’s Résumé 
e. Astrology is not Astronomy: 

(1) Origin of Astronomy: The Enochian School 
(2) Three Key Constellations 

(i) Virgo: Prophecy of the Promised Seed of the Woman 
(ii) Pisces: The Redeemed Blessed though Bound 
(iii) Leo: The Lion of the Tribe of Judah 

f.  The Views of the Theologians: Celestial Objects 
(1) Robert W. Faid 
(2) Joseph A. Seiss 
(3) Frederick A. Larson 

g. Review: Matthew 2:1–12 
h. DVD: The Star of Bethlehem with Fred Larson 
i. Q & A about the Star 
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