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Upon This Rock: Universal Church Is Petros, the Stones, & Jesus Christ Is Petra, the Rock; GDC’s Literal Foundation Is Bedrock, Its Building: Paid for by Grace

1 Peter 2:5 -	You, as living stones [ l…qoj, lithos ], are being built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
	21.	The Greek word lithos is a synonym of petros, each referring to a stone.  Church Age believers are individually portrayed as stones placed upon the foundation of Christ by means of the Holy Spirit by which a “spiritual house” is being constructed.
	22.	This spiritual house is also referred to in the New Testament as an ekklēsia, an assembly.  This spiritual house is referred to by the Lord as “My church”—“Mou t¾n ™kklhs…an,” “Mou tēn ekklēsian,” in Matthew 16:18.
	23.	Therefore we must distinguish between the two categories of ekklēsia in the New Testament:
	(1)	The Universal Church.  This is the “spiritual house” mentioned by Peter which consists of believers only.  It is under construction throughout the Church Age, a “living stone” being added at the moment any person believes in Jesus Christ for salvation at which point he is baptized into the body of Christ, adopted into the royal family of God, and imputed eternal life.
	(2)	The Local Church.  This is the assembly of believers, and quite often unbelievers, in a specific geographic location under the teaching ministry of a pastor and the administration of an elected board of deacons.  To be a biblically qualified organization it must profess faith alone in Christ alone for salvation, otherwise it may be classed with the blasphemers whom the Lord describes in Revelation 2:9 as a “synagogue of Satan.”
	24.	The Catholics assert that Peter is the “rock” who has been granted plenipotentiary authority by the Lord over “local assemblies.” This authority has primacy in all areas spiritual which includes the power to grant or withhold salvation, forgive sins, determine the methods of worship, assign leadership, and determine doctrine which includes editorial power over Scripture.
	25.	However, the analysis we have just noted strongly implies that the ekklēsia to which the Lord refers is the “universal church” over which He possesses full and lasting authority as “Head of the church,” this according to Paul in Ephesians 5:23.
	26.	The “universal church” is described as the “body of Christ” while under construction and the “bride of Christ” after the resurrection.
	27.	Those who enter into this “spiritual house” are eternally protected from death by means of the Lord’s victory over death on the cross.  This is the implication of the final phrase of verse 18: “… and the gates of Hades (the residence of all unbelievers who have died) shall not overpower it (this spiritual house).”
	28.	In the very context of our passage the Lord addresses this victory in:
	Matthew 16:21 -	From that time Jesus Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.
	29.	Thus the “rock” is Christ.  In order for “stones” to become a part of the building to be constructed on the Rock, each must direct his faith toward the Person and work of Christ.
	30.	In other words, for the “stone” to become a part of this “spiritual house” it must place its faith in the “Foundation.”
	31.	There is no foundation other than that which is already laid, namely, Jesus Christ.  Faith is of no effect if it is not directed toward the true Gospel which reveals this foundation.
	32.	Consequently, the “Rock” is Christ who is the object of the gospel expressed by Peter in verse 16, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Matthew 16:18 -	“And I also say to you that you are Peter [ a building block ], and upon this rock [ the bedrock foundation of Christ ] I will build My [ universal ] church; and the gates of Hades [ death ] shall not overpower it [ this universal church ].”

	V.	Upon This Rock
When Richard Hays first began his drawings for our church he placed it on the property over to my right and at an angle.  The surface covered by a building is referred to by architects and contractors as its “footprint.”  When the soil samples and core drillings were taken in preparation for construction, the area covered by the “footprint” did not contain any underlying formations that would prevent moving forward with construction.
However, it was noticed by an inspector that the “footprint” was only twenty-five feet from the draining ditch on the south side of the property.  This was within code requirement at the time Richard checked it but it had been subsequently revised to forty feet.
This forced Richard to relocate the church and create a new “footprint.”  The repositioning of the church also dictated alteration in the placement of the parking lot, so it resulted in the church being moved over to the north side of the property.  When renewed excavation began it was suddenly discovered that the new “footprint” was located over a huge formation of bedrock.
Excavation was halted and meetings were held to determine what to do.  We had the option of blowing out the bedrock with dynamite or raising the elevation of the church about a foot and pouring its foundation on top of the bedrock.  The Building Committee voted for the latter.
Grace Doctrine Church is literally built on a foundation of bedrock, an ever-present reminder of our Lord’s prophecy to Peter, “Upon this rock I will build My church.”
Indeed He did.  Over the course of a year and one week of construction, the grace of God pursued us all the way to opening day on August 17.  This past Tuesday, our treasurer, Dan Hunt, made the final payment to our contractor, Wachter, Inc., whose principles Mark and Brian Kamp brought in the project $115,314.00 under budget.  We are now the fortunate possessors of a brand-new church that through the grace of God is officially paid for and we have $75,000.00 presently in our general fund.
In the uncertain economic time we are currently facing, it is sobering to consider that over a six year period our church has been provided through grace the finances to purchase this 3.44 acre piece of property for $562,500.00 and this building at a cost of $1,768,201.00—a total project cost of $2,330,701.00 that is now complete with no outstanding debt and without the need of a loan.  This is a pure demonstration to this congregation that God was in this project and saw it through to completion.
Thus we may conclude that it is upon bedrock that God has built this church.  The only way that this can in any way be sullied is by the failure of those who worship here to forget the fact that it is upon the Rock, Jesus Christ, that we are fortunate members of His universal church and who have an obligation to use this facility for the glory of Christ and the magnification of the His Word.  It is only through putting Christ first that this can be accomplished.
There are several verses that focus on the Lord’s immutable, unmovable foundation as the guarantee of the promises given to those who have believed in Him:
Behold, He struck the rock so that waters rushed out
And the streams were overflowing. Psalm 78:20
Let me dwell in your tent forever;
Take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. Psalm 61:4
Be to me a rock of habitation
For you are my rock and my fortress; Psalm 71:3
Be to me a rock of strength;
Be to me a house of defense. Psalm 31:2
They remembered that God was their rock,
Their Redeemer, the Most High; Psalm 78:35
I call to you when my heart is faint:
“Lead me to that rock that is higher than I.” Psalm 61:2

Today this building is set on rock to hold up this church of worship.  But the superstructure that is built in our souls must be built on that Rock that is higher, our Lord Jesus Christ:
1 Corinthians 3:11 -	For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
There are those in Christendom who have chosen false foundations and the house they built upon it is found wanting.  Fortunately there are those who have chosen the firm and immutable foundation of Jesus Christ and the house they have built upon it endures into eternity. These principles are taught by the Lord in the parable of the two builders and two foundations:
Matthew 7:24 -	“Everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock [ Luke 6:48b ].
v. 25 -	“And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.
v. 26 -	“Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.
v. 27 -	“The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”
Today we dedicate this building to the service of our Lord and His Word.  We are attracted to its beauty, and rightly so:
Psalm 84:1 -	How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
Yet its attractiveness is inconsequential compared to what is done in it.  Without the consistent communication of doctrine and the consistent comprehension and application of its principles, those who gather here and the edifice in which we gather is described by our Lord in His scathing rebuke of the Pharisees in:
Matthew 23:27b -	“You are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.”
Such a place is a spiritual graveyard filled with those whose spiritual life is dead even though their soul may be saved.  Solomon writes of the unavoidable circumstance that results in:
Psalm 127:1a -	Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who built it.
The challenge is to sanctify this place with your positive volition in response to the Lord’s commandment found in:
Jeremiah 7:2 -	“Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house and proclaim there this word and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, all you who enter by these gates to worship the Lord!’”
May those of us who gather here remember the grace of God that provided us this church, anchored to bedrock, where within our souls we can build a house on the foundation which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  He is the source of all our blessings—Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the living God, is our Guidon, He is our Fortress, He is our Rock. To Him be the glory! 

 (End Dedication: Upon This Rock, UTR08.01.)

