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Qualifications to Pursue True Happiness: the First-Class Conditions of Phil 2:1; the Thought
Process Necessary to Acquire It: the Apodosis of Phil 2:2

Philippians 2:1 - If there is any encouragement [ rapdxAinois,
paraklésis ] in Christ, if there is any comfort [ rapapb0iov, paramuthion] in
love, if there is any fellowship [ kowvevia, koindénia] of the Spirit, if any
affection [ onA&yyve, splanchna ] and compassion [ oiktippéc, oiktirmos ],

V.2 - make my joy complete by being of the same mind,
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

38. The word “encouragement” is napdxAncig, paraklésis. It can mean “to call to

M«

someone,” “to beseech,” “to exhort,” or “to comfort.”

39. The use by Paul in this verse is “to exhort,” originally used in military operations
for the encouragement of soldiers. Believers receive encouragement from the
grace they receive from Christ in salvation and are motivated to serve Him as a
“good soldier for Christ.”

40. As this believer advances in the plan of God he develops reciprocal love for God
when he discovers the magnificent love of God. The word mopoy08iov,
paramuthion is in the neuter gender which emphasizes the instrument used by
the one doing the comforting. The “instrument” is the love of God for the
believer which results in his “comfort” or a “sense of well-being.”

41. Next Paul brings up the issue of fellowship: xoivevia, koinénia: “participation”
or “partnership.” The filling of the Holy Spirit energizes the divine operating
assets possessed by the believer so that he may be mentored by the Spirit
resulting in spiritual growth. This a partnership in which both the positive
believer and the Holy Spirit participate in achieving the objective.

42. This is followed by two words: ocrAdyyva, splanchna: and oixtippog,
oiktirmos. The King James Version translates splanchna as “bowels” and
oiktirmos as “mercies.” Together they summarize the first three conditional
clauses in the verse.

43. Splanchna makes reference to the inner man. Its original use in early Greek
denoted the heart, liver, lungs, and kidneys. This is metaphorical in biblical
usage to indicate the inner “spiritual” man with emphasis on the heart or kardia,
and the conscience in particular.

44, The New Testament concept has to do with compassion and the mental attitude
of grace orientation. Paul’s use in Philippians 2 stresses the ideal relationship
believers are to have toward one another.

45. Splanchna is linked in verse two with ozktirmos which means “to have sympathy.”
These two words form a hendiadys: the expression of an idea by the use of two
independent words connected by and.

46. Paul could have written “compassionate sympathy” but chose to use
“compassion and sympathy” instead. This hendiadys is a summary of the
mental attitudes that are expressed by the three previous subjects in the protasis.
The expanded translation reads like this:
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Philippians 2:1 - [Protasis: expanded translation] If there is
any encouragement [ rapbkAinocig, paraklésis ] from one’s position in Christ,
if there is any comforting sense of well-being [ ropopOOlov, paramuthion ] in
the love of God, if there is any fellowship [ kowvevia, koindnia] in the filling
of the Holy Spirit, if there are any resultant mental attitudes of compassion
[ orAé&yyva, splanchna] and sympathy [ oixtippds, oiktirmos], and there
are,

V.2 - [Apodosis: NASB] then make my joy complete by being of
the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one
purpose.

1. The second verse begins with the aorist active imperative of the verb tAnpém,
plérod: a mandate to join Paul in possessing Plus-H by filling their souls with
doctrine.

2. As an apostle it is both Paul’s duty and desire that his ministry have its intended
impact on the souls of believers who study under his teaching.

3. In order for them to accomplish this they must join Paul in spiritual maturity.
To do this they must continue the advance in the plan of God through
inculcation of doctrinal principles and apply them to life and circumstances.

4. A major testing ground for application is the local church where believers not
only are to grow in grace together but where compassion and sympathy are the
attitudes that develop when spiritual growth results in encouragement from
Christ, a sense of well-being from the love of God, and fellowship through the
filling of the Holy Spirit.

5. This is a great start and produces momentum but the objective of pleroo lies
ahead. The believers at Philippi can complete their development of true
happiness by doing four things in addition to what they have already
accomplished.

6. First is to keep on thinking the same things. This has to do with divine
viewpoint based on knowledge of doctrine. This is the main verb, the
present active subjunctive of gpovéw, phroneé which means “to be of one
mind, of one accord, to think the same thing.”

7. Secondly, possession of the ultimate problem-solving device, which is
occupation with Christ, or personal love for Christ, is expressed by making
Him and His Word Priority One in their lives: “If you love Me, keep My
commandments” (John 14:15).

8. Thirdly, develop as a by-product harmonious rapport with other believers —
the doctrinal synchronization of thought.

9. And finally, concentrate on the same objective which is fulfillment of the
plan of God in one’s lifetime by advancing to the pinnacle of spiritual
maturity.

10. Paul precedes these objectives with the mandate for the Philippians to “fill
your souls to the point of completion so you may have the same happiness I
presently enjoy.”
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11. Pléroo means to fill up a deficiency, i.e., the soul is virtually an empty vessel
at the point of salvation which must be filled with Bible doctrine through
spiritual growth.

12. These two verses establish the fact that true fellowship is with Christ, God,
and the Holy Spirit and it is maximized by spiritual growth.

13. Two outward expressions of this fellowship toward fellow believers are
“compassion and sympathy.” When a believer is capable of functioning
toward other believers with compassion and sympathy then it is possible for
harmony to develop within the body of a local church.

14. The ability to have compassion and sympathy toward others is not possible
unless the believer has advanced spiritually to the point that he does not
have his eyes on self, people, or things.

15. There are three mental attitudes that break fellowship with others:

1) Eyes on self which lead to frustration, anger, bitterness,
vindictiveness, implacability. For the Shulammite, her mistakes
were despair, despondency, and desperation. Despair, a loss of
hope and confidence, without rebound led to despondency —
extreme discouragement and dejection —which left unchecked
resulted in desperation —reckless action —which put her out of the
geographical will of God.

(2) Eyes on people often involve a frantic search for happiness in all the
wrong places. The desire is to find someone who agrees with you.
This builds a false sense of trust until the person reveals his feet of
clay and then pseudo happiness is lost.

3) Eyes on things also often involve a frantic search for happiness.
However, true and lasting happiness in an inner resource. When it
is sought externally it always leads to frustration and boredom
which encourages an even greater dependency on things.

mediaministries © 2007 by Joe Griffin Media Ministries. All rights reserved. www.joegriffin.org




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee575284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d6253537030028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f0030028fd94e9b8bbe7f6e89816c425d4c51655b574f533002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c9069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d521753703002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f300290194e9b8a2d5b9a89816c425d4c51655b57578b3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


