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10.

11.

12.

13.

The verse begins with the particle 8¢ (dé): “but,” which is a conjunction of
contrast between Mr. Beggar, who is deprived of material things, but at the
same time rich in doctrine, and Mr. Chazzan who is in advanced
reversionism.

We have done research on what the Bible has to say about poor people.
Each one of them is two decisions away from spiritual prosperity: (1) the
decision to express faith alone in Christ alone for salvation and (2) decisions
to grow in grace inside the evanescent divine power system.

Mr. Usher, functioning on human viewpoint, human good, and evil, is in the
advanced stages of reversionism, and is suffering inversion of thought while
Mr. Beggar is relying on divine viewpoint, divine good, and grace
orientation.

Mr. Chazzan is told by James that he has “dishonored the poor man.”
“Dishonored” is the aorist active indicative of the verb dtipalo (atimazo):
“To dishonor, treat with indignity, to abuse.”

The aorist tense is culminative which implies that “the act was already in
progress thus bringing the action to a conclusion.” By shunning the beggar
and ordering him to sit on the floor is an obvious act of prejudice.

The next term refers to the victim of this bias: “the poor man.” We have the
word mtwy6¢ (ptachds), which refers to those who are economically
disadvantaged and considered low class by the chazzan.

The attitude of the Jewish community in Jerusalem at the time James wrote
his epistle was complex with many competing ideas about who and what
Jesus was. Among them were the Ebionites /Eb'-i-6-nites/:

Ascetics who chose poverty as a way of life and who may
have drawn their name from this term for poor men. Four
Scripture verses seem central to the Ebionites. Matthew 5:3
mentions the poor in spirit; Luke 4:18 and 7:22 speak of the
poor. Deuteronomy 18:15 was as central to their theology as
the other references were to their chosen life style. On the
whole they rejected the Pauline epistles, clinging instead to
aspects of the Jewish law; therefore they are to be numbered
among the Jewish Christian sects.

Origen knew of two groups of Ebionites, those who accepted
the virgin birth and those who saw Jesus as a prophet
fathered by Joseph. Eusebius adds that the Ebionites who
did accept the virgin birth still rejected the preexistence of
Christ. Ebionites therefore seem to be a continuing
reflection in the early church of the Judaizers seen in Acts
and the epistles as opponents of Paul. (p. 339)
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In addition to accepting Jesus as the prophetic successor to
Moses (whether virgin born or born of Joseph) and
practicing asceticism, particularly poverty ... (saw)
Christianity as obedience to a moral code that was higher
than or fulfilled the law.

Some may have tended toward a Gnostic dualism. Many
were vegetarians and practiced various ritual ablutions
culminating in baptism.> (p. 339-40)

14.  With regard to the book of James, understanding the heretical theology of
the Ebionites gives insight for this excerpt that addresses the mind—set for
the poor in first-century Jerusalem and Palestine.

James contains a running attack on the rich both inside and
outside the community. The opposite of the rich man is the
nt)og (ptochés), though one cannot assume that the latter
is as such characteristic of the environment of author and
readers. A reason for the repudiation of the wealthy is that
God has chosen the ntoyoi 1@ koo [ptochoi to kosmo]
(James 2:5), the poor before the world. A religious quality is
obviously attached to ntwy6c. The attitude of the
community is not at all one of identification with the poor,
and the author can only hope that it will incline back to
solidarity with the oppressed. Though he himself is a friend
of the poor, this fact does not control his thinking. Hence the
section cannot be regarded as documenting Christian
Ebionitrism. It is scarcely Jewish either. As far as the
situation in James is concerned one can merely say that the
rich were beginning to seek entry into the church and the
poor had already come to be esteemed less highly.5

15.  This attitude is evidence that the chazzan has something negative going on
in his soul. His obvious rudeness to his friend the beggar indicates a clear
attitude of bias in favor of a fashionably dressed man whose fingers are
loaded with golden rings.

16.  This is where common sense enters the evaluation. Something has happened
between the chazzan and Mr. Golden Fingers to cause this sudden fawning
attitude.

V. L. Walter, “Ebionites,” in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell (Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1984). 339-40.

® Ernst Bammel, “ntoydg,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and ed.
Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968), 6:911.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

What has happened is indicated later in the verse which helps expose the
crass behavior of the usher. Golden Fingers has brought the man before the
courts. The King James uses the phrase “judgment seats.” The phrase
however is not the word we might expect to find of Bfipc (bema) as in

2 Corinthians 5:10 where it refers to the Evaluation Tribunal of Christ,

In verse 6, it is the noun kpirtfprov (Kriterion): “courts of justice.” This
word refers to the establishment’s halls of justice in downtown Jerusalem.

Mr. Beggar has done nothing to Mr. Chazzan but be a friend. Mr. Fingers,
however, has brought the chazzan before the courts due to some violation of
Jewish law.

In the first century, Judea was a division in the Roman Province of Palestina.
Rome managed violations of the Empire’s laws, but the Jews had
jurisdiction over local laws. Here are some ideas about which of these laws
Mr. Chazzan may have violated.

This summary is compiled from Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary’s
entry of “Law’:

Crimes against an individual’s person. Murder, assault and
battery, miscarriage, rape and seduction, oppression of the
defenseless, kidnapping, and slander. (pp. 751-52)

Laws dealing with Crimes Against Property placed a higher
value on human life then on possessions. But it also allowed
people to have private possessions by protecting them from
theft and fraud: stealing, blackmail, loan fraud, weights and
measures, lost animals, boundaries. (p. 752)

Laws Relating to Humane Treatment. Protection of animals
and human beings. (pp. 752-53)

Laws About Personal and Family Rights. Parents and
children, marriage, hired servants, slaves, aliens. (pp. 753
54)

Laws Against Property Rights. Lost property, damaged
property, unsafe property, land ownership, inheritance laws.
(pp. 754-55)

Laws Regulating Other Social Behavior. Worshiping idols,
sacrificing children, homosexuality, slashing or tattooing
one’s body, and practicing magic, sorcery, or divination.’
(p. 755)

" Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), 751-55.
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22,

23.

24,

25,

26.

217,

28.

29.

30.

Among all of these categories of crimes, which among them could have Mr.
Chazzan personally committed against Mr. Golden Fingers? Under Crimes
against an individual’s person | suggest slander. Laws dealing with Crimes
against Property | propose loan fraud or weights and measures. Laws
Against Property Rights, | conclude lost or damaged property is likely.

My reasoning for citing these violations is because they do not require
Incarceration but restoration or restitution. The problem that can emerge in
these cases is the inability to immediately restore the injured party to his
previous condition.

Consequently, we find Mr. Chazzan in debt to Mr. Fingers. He may be
unable to satisfy the man’s damaged reputation from slander, repay him the
money lost because he committed fraud in obtaining a loan, manipulating
weights and measures in the sale or purchase of merchandise, or restore or
replace damaged property.

All of these situations are clearly presented in the last sentence of the verse
which is the interrogative, “Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally
drag you into the courts?”

Mr. Golden Fingers is referred to in a collective masculine plural of the noun
wAobaotog (plousios): “the rich, the wealthy.” This indicates that oppression
1s primarily imposed by those who have resources to do so. The verb “to
oppress” is the plural present active indicative of katadvvacTeb®
(katadunasteua): “to oppress, exploit, dominate; exploitation by the rich.”

The prefix, xatd (katd) means, “down upon, toward, against someone,”
while the verb dvvaotedw (dunastetia) means, “to hold power or lordship,
be powerful or influential, to be lord over.”®

In our context, it means to use the power of one’s position in society to
tyrannize the poor. It is the use of authority and power to impose harsh
treatment upon the defenseless.

Well, look who is defenseless now. In the same way the chazzan has just
oppressed the beggar, Mr. Golden Fingers is presently oppressing the
chazzan. This has resulted in the usher showing deference to the man who
took him to court.

Here we see that in the pecking order of life, if believers do not orient and
adjust to the triune authority of divine justice, then they will be victimized
by the idiocencricies commonplace in cosmos diabolicus. Here are some

principles on this subject:

8 Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, “5vvactedn,” in A Greek-English Lexicon, 9th ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1940), 452, 453. This verb is from Classical Greek, not Koiné.
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1, James’s example does not describe all people who have wealth.
He is instead making the point that in the devil’s world many
who possess economic power use it to oppress the poor.

2. It is arguably true that wealth does grant power to those who
have it, but at the same time imposes responsibility on how they
use that power.

3. In an honorable society, the rich understand they have the
means to use their capital to enter into free enterprise but to do
so requires them to hire personnel to produce the widgets.

4, Principle: Money itself does not produce a commodity; goods,
or services. It provides the means to do so. People are needed
to produce the product.

5. It must be noted that in the twenty-first century, androids are
beginning to take the place of human personnel. The eventual
downside is that unemployed humans will not be able to afford
the android-produced products.

6. Therefore, those with wealth must accept the responsibility to
avoid oppressing the poor. They have a right to exchange their
labor for a fair day’s wage with emphasis on fair.

7. It is understood that the profit motive is the principle that
energizes free enterprise. But when the economic principle of
capitalism is manipulated by those in power the brilliance and
genius of that system is contorted ultimately by central
planning.

8. One of the best analysts of economic systems is Dr. Friedrich
von Hayek. His book, The Road to Serfdom, published in 1944,
is considered a definitive refutation of central planning. Here
are some excerpts from the essay, “Hayek’s The Road to
Serfdom,” by Dr. Lawrence H. White, professor of economics
at George Mason University:

Hayek noted that different planners with different interests
will likely fight about what the plan ought to emphasize. The
plan imposes one set of priorities. The representatives of
various businesses, labor unions, and government agencies
will have different interests and different views about the
proper set of priorities. To get a single coherent central plan
the political system will tend to select a strongman who
decides which plan will rule.
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