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Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Pre D-Day Address to the Troops:

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force! You are about to embark upon a great
crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The
hopes and prayers of liberty loving people everywhere march with you. In company with our brave
Allies and brothers in arms on other fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war
machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples of Europe, and security for

ourselves in a free world.

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle hardened, he

will fight savagely.

But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United
Nations have inflicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle, man to man. Our air offensive
has seriously reduced their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on the ground. Our
home fronts have given us an overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed
at our disposal great reserves of trained fighting men. The tide has turned! The free men of the world

are marching together to victory!

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less

than full victory!

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessings of Almighty God upon this great and noble

undertaking.

-- Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower

Recitations from Heroes of World War II by Edward F. Murphy.!
Chapter Twelve: “D Day, the Invasion of France”:
Medals of Honor:?

Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.:

Rank and organization: brigadier general, U.S. Army. Place and date: Normandy invasion, 6 June
1944. Entered service at: Oyster Bay, N.Y. Birth: Oyster Bay, N.Y. G.O. No.: 77, 28 September 1944.
Citation: for gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 6 June
1944, in France. After 2 verbal requests to accompany the leading assault elements in the Normandy
invasion had been denied, Brig. Gen. Roosevelt's written request for this mission was approved and

! Edward F. Murphy, “D Day, the Invasion of France,” in Heroes of World War 11 (Novato: CA: Presidio Press,
1990), 175-187.
2 http://www.history.army.mil
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he landed with the first wave of the forces assaulting the enemy-held beaches. He repeatedly led
groups from the beach, over the seawall and established them inland. His valor, courage, and
presence in the very front of the attack and his complete unconcern at being under heavy fire inspired
the troops to heights of enthusiasm and self-sacrifice. Although the enemy had the beach under
constant direct fire, Brig. Gen. Roosevelt moved from one locality to another, rallying men around
him, directed and personally led them against the enemy. Under his seasoned, precise, calm, and
unfaltering leadership, assault troops reduced beach strong points and rapidly moved inland with
minimum casualties. He thus contributed substantially to the successful establishment of the
beachhead in France.

Walter D. Ehlers:

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Place and
dare: Near Goville, France, 9-10 June 1944. Entered service at: Manhattan, Kans. Birth: Junction
City, Kans. G.O. No.: 91, 19 December 1944. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 9-10 June 1944, near Goville, France. S/Sgt.
Ehlers, always acting as the spearhead of the attack, repeatedly led his men against heavily
defended enemy strong points exposing himself to deadly hostile fire whenever the situation required
heroic and courageous leadership. Without waiting for an order, S/Sgt. Ehlers, far ahead of his men,
led his squad against a strongly defended enemy strong point, personally killing 4 of an enemy patrol
who attacked him en route. Then crawling forward under withering machinegun fire, he pounced upon
the guncrew and put it out of action. Turning his attention to 2 mortars protected by the crossfire of 2
machineguns, S/Sgt. Ehlers led his men through this hail of bullets to Kill or put to flight the enemy of
the mortar section, killing 3 men himself. After mopping up the mortar positions, he again advanced
on a machinegun, his progress effectively covered by his squad. When he was almost on top of the
gun he leaped to his feet and, although greatly outhnumbered, he knocked out the position single-
handed. The next day, having advanced deep into enemy territory, the platoon of which S/Sgt. Ehlers
was a member, finding itself in an untenable position as the enemy brought increased mortar,
machinegun, and small arms fire to bear on it, was ordered to withdraw. S/Sgt. Ehlers, after his squad
had covered the withdrawal of the remainder of the platoon, stood up and by continuous fire at the
semicircle of enemy placements, diverted the bulk of the heavy hostile fire on himself, thus permitting
the members of his own squad to withdraw. At this point, though wounded himself, he carried his
wounded automatic rifleman to safety and then returned fearlessly over the shell-swept field to
retrieve the automatic rifle which he was unable to carry previously. After having his wound treated,
he refused to be evacuated, and returned to lead his squad. The intrepid leadership, indomitable
courage, and fearless aggressiveness displayed by S/Sgt. Ehlers in the face of overwhelming enemy
forces serve as an inspiration to others.

Robert G. Cole:

Rank and organization: Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army, 101st Airborne Division. Place and date: Near
Carentan, France, 11 June 1944, Entered service at: San Antonio, Tex. Birth: Fort Sam Houston,
Tex. G.O. No.: 79, 4 October 1944. Citation: For gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life,
above and beyond the call of duty on 11 June 1944, in France. Lt. Col. Cole was personally leading
his battalion in forcing the last 4 bridges on the road to Carentan when his entire unit was suddenly
pinned to the ground by intense and withering enemy rifle, machinegun, mortar, and atrtillery fire
placed upon them from well-prepared and heavily fortified positions within 150 yards of the foremost
elements. After the devastating and unceasing enemy fire had for over 1 hour prevented any move
and inflicted numerous casualties, Lt. Col. Cole, observing this almost hopeless situation,
courageously issued orders to assault the enemy positions with fixed bayonets. With utter disregard
for his own safety and completely ignoring the enemy fire, he rose to his feet in front of his battalion
and withdrawn pistol shouted to his men to follow him in the assault. Catching up a fallen man's rifle
and bayonet, he charged on and led the remnants of his battalion across the bullet-swept open
ground and into the enemy position. His heroic and valiant action in so inspiring his men resulted in
the complete establishment of our bridgehead across the Douve River. The cool fearlessness,
personal bravery, and outstanding leadership displayed by Lt. Col. Cole reflect great credit upon
himself and are worthy of the highest praise in the military service.
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Matt Urban:

Rank and organization: Lieutenant Colonel (then Captain), 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th
Infantry Division, World War Il. Place and date: Renouf, France, 14 June to 3 September 1944,
Entered service at: Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 2 July 1941. Date and place of birth: 25 August 1919,
Buffalo, New York. Citation: Lieutenant Colonel (then Captain) Matt Urban, | 12-22-2414, United
States Army, who distinguished himself by a series of bold, heroic actions, exemplified by singularly
outstanding combat leadership, personal bravery, and tenacious devotion to duty, during the period
14 June to 3 September 1944 while assigned to the 2d Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry
Division. On 14 June, Captain Urban's company, attacking at Renouf, France, encountered heavy
enemy small arms and tank fire. The enemy tanks were unmercifully raking his unit's positions and
inflicting heavy casualties. Captain Urban, realizing that his company was in imminent danger of
being decimated, armed himself with a bazooka. He worked his way with an ammo carrier through
hedgerows, under a continuing barrage of fire, to a point near the tanks. He brazenly exposed himself
to the enemy fire and, firing the bazooka, destroyed both tanks. Responding to Captain Urban's
action, his company moved forward and routed the enemy. Later that same day, still in the attack
near Orglandes, Captain Urban was wounded in the leg by direct fire from a 37mm tank-gun. He
refused evacuation and continued to lead his company until they moved into defensive positions for
the night. At 0500 hours the next day, still in the attack near Orglandes, Captain Urban, though badly
wounded, directed his company in another attack. One hour later he was again wounded. Suffering
from two wounds, one serious, he was evacuated to England. In mid-July, while recovering from his
wounds, he learned of his unit's severe losses in the hedgerows of Normandy. Realizing his unit's
need for battle-tested leaders, he voluntarily left the hospital and hitchhiked his way back to his unit
hear St. Lo, France. Arriving at the 2d Battalion Command Post at 1130 hours, 25 July, he found that
his unit had jumped-off at 1100 hours in the first attack of Operation Cobra." Still limping from his leg
wound, Captain Urban made his way forward to retake command of his company. He found his
company held up by strong enemy opposition. Two supporting tanks had been destroyed and
another, intact but with no tank commander or gunner, was not moving. He located a lieutenant in
charge of the support tanks and directed a plan of attack to eliminate the enemy strong-point. The
lieutenant and a sergeant were immediately killed by the heavy enemy fire when they tried to mount
the tank. Captain Urban, though physically hampered by his leg wound and knowing quick action had
to be taken, dashed through the scathing fire and mounted the tank. With enemy bullets ricocheting
from the tank, Captain Urban ordered the tank forward and, completely exposed to the enemy fire,
manned the machine gun and placed devastating fire on the enemy. His action, in the face of enemy
fire, galvanized the battalion into action and they attacked and destroyed the enemy position. On 2
August, Captain Urban was wounded in the chest by shell fragments and, disregarding the
recommendation of the Battalion Surgeon, again refused evacuation. On 6 August, Captain Urban
became the commander of the 2d Battalion. On 15 August, he was again wounded but remained with
his unit.

On 3 September, the 2d Battalion was given the mission of establishing a crossing-point on the
Meuse River near Heer, Belgium. The enemy planned to stop the advance of the allied Army by
concentrating heavy forces at the Meuse. The 2d Battalion, attacking toward the crossing-point,
encountered fierce enemy artillery, small arms and mortar fire which stopped the attack. Captain
Urban quickly moved from his command post to the lead position of the battalion. Reorganizing the
attacking elements, he personally led a charge toward the enemy's strong-point. As the charge
moved across the open terrain, Captain Urban was seriously wounded in the neck. Although unable
to talk above a whisper from the paralyzing neck wound, and in danger of losing his life, he refused to
be evacuated until the enemy was routed and his battalion had secured the crossing-point on the
Meuse River. Captain Urban's personal leadership, limitless bravery, and repeated extraordinary
exposure to enemy fire served as an inspiration to his entire battalion. His valorous and intrepid
actions reflect the utmost credit on him and uphold the noble traditions of the United States.
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