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“Night of Nights” by Gil Cohen.  © 2010 by Valor Studios.   All rights reserved. 

June 6, 1944, above occupied France . . . With steely eyes, the Band of Brothers paratroopers of the 101st Airborne lunge toward their  
rendezvous with destiny.  Many carry a letter from Gen. Eisenhower that they keep tucked under helmets, in jump boots, and in 
bulging jacket pockets, close to heart.  It read: “Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!  You are about to 
embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you.”  At the door 
of each C-47, with chaos a step away, the troopers knew: “Tonight is the Night of Nights.”  
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From: Leo Daugherty,  The Battle of the Hedgerows 
(Hinckley, UK: Ian Allen, 2001). 



Army Medal of Honor: A gold five pointed star, each point tipped with trefoils, 1½ inches 

wide, surrounded by a green laurel wreath and suspended from a gold bar inscribed 

"VALOR," surmounted by an eagle.  In the center of the star, Minerva’s1 head surrounded 

by the words "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.”  On each ray of the star is a green 

oak leaf.  On the reverse is a bar engraved "THE CONGRESS TO" with a space for 

engraving the name of the recipient.  The medal is suspended by a neck ribbon, 1⅜ inches 

wide in “bluebird” blue.   A shield of the same color ribbon with thirteen white stars, 

arranged in the form of three chevrons is above the medal. The service ribbon is 1⅜ inches 

wide with five white stars in the form of a "M." 

Awarded by the President 

in the name of Congress 

The Army Medal of Honor 

1Virgil presents her as the goddess of war. 


