I R

CHERBOURG 4
: AL




THE FINAL OVERLORD PLAN
R

Drop zone

0 5 10 Miles

I 1 §

0 & 10 Kilometers

"’

" Villers-Bocage




UNITED KINGDOM

London
England '

BELGIUM

-

z

Q
2
Q
O

. '.l.—' 1 D . >
ieqrierranean sea



)
y

The plan for the landing on
Omaha Beach fell apart
almost instantly. Units
landed in the wrong place,

or without heavy equipment.

The US Army structure allowed
junior officers and sergeants

to make on-the-spot changes,
and they took the initiative

to move off the beach and get
inland.

US Army General Omar Bradley
could only watch and wait on
his command ship nearby

while his men fought and died

¥ onshore.
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Normandy, France
June 6, 1944



http://www.worldwar2database.com/cgi-bin/slideviewer.cgi?list=normandy.slides&dir=&config=&refresh=&direction=forward&scale=0&cycle=off&slide=19&design=default&total=51
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“Rommel's Asparagus” - wood and steel obstacles designed to rip out the bottom
a of landing craft - poke out of the water during low tide. After the initial landings,
5 Allied troops cut them up to mount on tanks to cut through the bocage country

Normandy, France
s June 12, 1944
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http://www.worldwar2database.com/cgi-bin/slideviewer.cgi?list=normandy.slides&dir=&config=&refresh=&direction=forward&scale=0&cycle=off&slide=35&design=default&total=51

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALUED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
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“Night of Nikhts" by Gil Cohen. © 2010 by Valor Studios. All rights reserved.

June 6, 1944, above occupied France . . . With steely eyes, the Band of Brothers paratroopers of the 101st Airborne lunge toward their
rendezvous with destiny. Many carry a letter from Gen. Eisenhower that they keep tucked under helmets, in jump boots, and in
bulging jacket pockets, close to heart. It read: “Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force! You are about to

embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you.” At the door
of each C-47, with chaos a step away, the troopers knew: “Tonight is the Night of Nights.”










Utah Beach
Normandy, France
June 6, 1944
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[ From -guns in pillboxes and the heights above the beaches, the Germans could
' intersect their fields of fire along presighted targets. One machine gunner
i fired 12,000 rounds on the invaders of Omaha Beach

Normandy, France
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http://www.worldwar2database.com/cgi-bin/slideviewer.cgi?list=normandy.slides&dir=&config=&refresh=&direction=forward&scale=0&cycle=off&slide=15&design=default&total=51
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rom: Leo Daugherty, The _Baftle_of the Hedéera"wﬁs :
- (Hinckley, UK: lan Allen, 2001). T




The Army Medal of Honor

Awarded by the President
in the name of Congress

Army Medal of Honor: A gold five pointed star, each point tipped with trefoils, 1% inches
wide, surrounded by a green laurel wreath and suspended from a gold bar inscribed
"VALOR," surmounted by an eagle. In the center of the star, Minerva’s' head surrounded
by the words "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” On each ray of the star is a green

oak leaf. On the reverse is a bar engraved "THE CONGRESS TO" with a space for
engraving the name of the recipient. The medal is suspended by a neck ribbon, 1% inches
wide in “bluebird” blue. A shield of the same color ribbon with thirteen white stars,
arranged in the form of three chevrons is above the medal. The service ribbon is 17 inches
wide with five white stars in the form of a ""M.""

Virgil presents her as the goddess of war.



