
 
Lesson JAS4-132  James: Chapter Four 
8/7/2022  Original Document: JAS4-40.Rev / 396 

 © 2021 by Joe Griffin Media Ministries.  All rights reserved. www.joegriffin.org 

Come mothers and fathers 
Throughout the land, 
And don’t criticize 
What you can’t understand. 
Your sons and your daughters 
Are beyond your command; 
Your old road is rapidly agin’. 
Please get out of the new one. 
If you can’t lend your hand 
For the times they are a-changin’. 

The line it is drawn 
The curse it is cast 
The slow one now 
Will later be fast. 
As the present now 
Will later be past, 
The order is rapidly fadin’. 
And the first one now will later be last, 
For the times they are a-changin’.3 
  

  
 This song was written by Bob Dylan in 1963, 59 years ago.  Note the 1960s.  

The song was inspired by the civil rights movement.  Yet, as time has passed, 
the influence on “Your sons and daughters” in that period has been redirected 
over time as prophecy of the campaign to propagandize the children of 
America within the public school system.  The original influence of John 
Dewey in the early twentieth century was carried on by Antonio Gramsci, 
members of the Frankfurt School, and the Schools of Education in most 
universities and colleges. 

 The overall advancement of progressive education has occurred 
simultaneously with the decline of serious study of the Word of God 
throughout most Protestant seminaries and churches.   There are wonderful 
exceptions still carrying the Lord’s Word forward, but nevertheless the 
Pivot continues to shrink. 

 This habitual submission to the doctrines of demons has robbed students of 
the ability to think in terms of absolutes.  Academia is more focused on 
propagandizing students rather than educating them.  Children are easily 
manipulated and it really does not matter if they are Christians. 

 If minors do not have a strong, facilitated inventory of biblical absolutes then 
they, too, are easily manipulated by the doctrines of demons (1 Timothy 4:1).  
Yet, for the few, they and their parents are commanded to stand fast against 
the devil and when doing so James 4:7 promises “he will flee from you.” 

 The verb “will flee” is the predictive future middle indicative of feÚgw 
(pheúgō ): “will run away.”  Ergo, we get this expanded translation from James: 

James 4:7  Subordinate yourselves under the authority of God.  
Stand fast and resist the devil and he will run away from you.  (EXT) 

 
3  © 1963,1964 by Warner Bros. Inc. renewed 1991, 1992 by Special Rider Music.  Lyric and score by Bob Dylan. 
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Principles: 
1. Having heard the command to subjugate yourself to God, you 

are then commanded to resist the devil.  Those who know 
doctrine know to stay inside the bubble and trust in God. 

2. Therefore, the second imperative is to “stand fast and resist.”  
Having done so, the devil will vacate the premises. 

3. This process needs to be a habitual behavior.  You have 
obviously been to Bible class.  This verse and others like it have 
been taught to you and you have retained them in your soul. 

4. If those in verses 1–6 had the doctrinal inventory to follow the 
system noted in verse 7, then James could skip this dose of 
Pepto-Bismol. 

5. Yet the verse gives the biblically authorized chain of command 
for the local church: (1) the platoon commander is a major: the 
Bible in its various translations, (2) the lieutenant is the pastor-
teacher under the command of the Word of God, and (3) the 
sergeant is the Word of God resident in the individual souls of 
the platoon. 

6. This illustration is designed to emphasize how diverse the 
system of spiritual growth is.  Obviously, the Scripture ranks as 
a five-star general since it contains the immutable truth of the 
Trinity. 

7. But as the system plays out in time, enumerable pastor-teachers 
will communicate their understanding of Scripture to their 
platoons. 

8. This obviously includes men whose theological systems of 
biblical interpretation vary dramatically.  Yet the truth contained 
in Scripture must be regarded as absolute. 

9. However, since the Protestant reformation, there have been 
numerous approaches to what the Bible’s message contains.  
Unfortunately, this has resulted in an accumulation of various 
denominations whose doctrinal statements vary. 

10. There is no need for us to delve into specifics, but in some cases 
their doctrinal differences are vast.   

11. The primary issue that believers must consider is to discover 
which pastor’s belief system most accurately presents the 
message found in the pages of Scripture. 
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12. ’Tis a dilemma.  The believer is obviously saved, but how 
advanced is he in his inventory of biblical ideas?  How would he 
know one pastor’s theology from another’s? 

13. He would not.  Ergo, this issue was addressed by the 
development of denominations.  Each “theology” is expressed 
by the organization’s “doctrinal statement,” i.e., “These Things 
We Believe.” 

14. One may request a denomination’s statement and from it a 
person can determine, at least to a certain degree, the 
foundational doctrines to which it subscribes and teaches.4 

15. The sticky point has to do with the statement’s orthodoxy.  But 
orthodox according to whom?  Who decides what is orthodox 
and what is not? 

16. This dilemma is resolved by one word: hermeneutics: the system 
for interpretation of the Bible.  Several years ago, I taught 
somewhere between 70 and 80 Bible classes on this system by 
which Scripture can be competently analyzed to reveal its 
intrinsic structure, its meaning, its system, its categories, and 
ultimately its immutable truth. 

17. Here is a brief explanation of the biblical system of 
hermeneutics: 
The biblical documents are ancient, written in Hebrew, 
Aramaic, and Greek.  A basic requirement for the 
understanding of these documents is their grammatico-
historical interpretation or exegesis—bringing out of the 
text the meaning the writers intended to convey and which 
their readers were expected to gather from it.  The 
grammatico-historical exegesis is commonly practiced in 
the classroom, and is distinguished from exposition, which 
is more appropriate to the pulpit.5  Exposition must be 
firmly based on exegesis.  The study of the principles of 
interpretation is called hermeneutics.6 

 
4  The doctrinal statement of Grace Doctrine Church is published in the book, Forty Proclamations: The Theology of 
Grace Doctrine Church.  You may order a hardcopy from: Joe Griffin Media Ministries, 1821 S RIVER RD, 
ST. CHARLES, MO 63303 or download online from this link: http://www.joegriffin.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/40proclamations.pdf  
5  I argue against the idea that exegesis should be limited to the classroom of seminaries.  It is exegesis that produces 
expanded translations of a passage.  This system demonstrates the underlying structure of the text which English 
translations are forced to ignore, otherwise Bibles would have to be published in multivolume sets. 
6 F. F. Bruce, “Interpretation of the Bible,” in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell (Baker Book 
House: Grand Rapids, 1984), 565. 

http://www.joegriffin.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/40proclamations.pdf
http://www.joegriffin.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/40proclamations.pdf
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18. Hermeneutics is the system by which the human analysis of 
Scripture can maintain orthodoxy.  Scripture must be trusted to 
reveal itself to the student.  It is exegesis that allows the 
Scripture to reveal itself. 

19. When a verse or a passage is consulted in an English translation 
without exegesis, then the results of that effort are potentially 
flawed. 

20. This is where the pastor must consider the category or categories 
of systematic theology that are being presented by the passage.  
In addition, the pastor must know what time it is, that is, in 
which dispensation does the passage refer. 

21. Take for example prophecy. There are prophecies in the Old 
Testament that have been fulfilled.  There are prophecies in the 
New Testament that have not. 

22. Consider Daniel’s prophecy of the “seventy weeks” in Daniel 
10:24–27.  Sixty-nine of those weeks have been completed 
while the seventieth week is on hold during the mystery 
dispensation of the church. 

23. The seventieth week will not occur until the Rapture of the 
church at which point the Tribulation’s seven-year period will 
commence. 

23. Principle: To know what time it is, the pastor must subscribe to 
dispensational theology.  Many pastors reject this doctrine and 
as a result their hermeneutics are flawed because they do not 
know what time it is. 

24. Therefore, the principle: If a pastor’s hermeneutics are flawed 
his interpretation of Scripture will be flawed.  As a result, his 
theology will cause the platoon’s advance to suffer.7 

1. James begins verse 7 with the imperative mood of the aorist active imperative 
of Øpot£ssw (hupotássō ): “to subjugate, place in submission; to cause to be 
in a submissive relationship, to subordinate.” 

2. The object of this submission is to God.  It is followed by the aorist active 
imperative of the verb: ¢nq…sthmi (anthístēmi ): “to stand against, resist; be 
in opposition to, set oneself against, oppose.” 

 
7  The study of hermeneutics, taught in 2004, is available on the Web sites.  It contains 73 hours on the subject and is 
available via this link: http://www.joegriffin.org/media-archive/series-subjects/hermeneutics/.  

http://www.joegriffin.org/media-archive/series-subjects/hermeneutics/



