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51. Principle:  The prayer of a righteous man, a supergrace hero, has much 
power when it is operational.   

52. Principle: The only way to obey God and to follow the principle of divine 
guidance is to manufacture obedience out of doctrine.  

53. We now have the following expanded translation of the verse: 
James 5:17 Elijah was [ progressive indicative of the verb, 
e„mί (eimí) ] a man of a like nature like us, and he prayed [ aorist 
middle indicative of the verb, proseÚcomai (proseúchomai) ] 
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months 
it did not rain on the earth.  (EXT) 

1. In the fifth chapter of James, the aorist middle indicative of the verb, 
“proseúchomai,” occurs in verses 17 and 18.  

2. The verb is used for Elijah, in verse 17, beginning a prayer and is an 
ingressive aorist.  Then, it is used for the termination of that prayer, three and 
a half years later, and that is a culminative aorist of the same verb. 

James 5:18 Then he prayed again [ aorist middle indicative 
of the verb, proseÚcomai (proseúchomai) ], and the sky poured 
rain and the earth produced its fruit.  (NASB) 

3. Verse eighteen begins with the culminative aorist active indicative of 
proseúchomai.  But it is the same morphology as the last one, in the previous 
verse, but there is one difference.   

4. The morphology is the same, the exegesis is different.  The difference is they 
are both aorist active indicatives, but they are difference types of aorist.  In 
verse seventeen, we had an ingressive aorist.  In verse eighteen we have a 
culminative aorist. 

5. To make sure you understand, since all of you are not familiar with the 
culminative aorist, as opposed to an ingressive aorist, we have added, for 
English readers only, the word, “again,” the adverb, p£lin (pálin) which 
means, “resumption.”  Ka…, plus p£lin means “resumption.” 

6. Elijah’s prayer was begun in Ahab's palace in Samaria.  Three and a half 
years later, it was concluded on the top of Mount Cármel [ lm#r+K̂ ]. 
 

(End JAS5-48.REV.  See JAS5-49.REV for continuation of study at p. 481.) 
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7. Here is that initial prayer in the palace as documented in 1 Kings 17: 
1 Kings 17:1 Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said 
to Ahab, "As certainly as the LORD God of Israel lives (whom I 
serve), there will be no dew or rain in the years ahead unless I 
give the command."  (NET) 

8. After praying this prayer, all of Israel was in for a very long drought, 
including Elijah.  He was not completely immune to the negative impact of 
this national discipline that followed. 

9. Here’s a quick summary review of Elijah’s sojourn during this three-and-a-
half-year period of national discipline as documented 1 Kings 17 and 18: 

a. Elijah prayed the prayer, and the rain stopped.  (1 Kings 17:1) 
b. God sent him to live by the Brook of Cherith, where he was sustained 

by the God’s grace manifest through the ravens. 
c. Then the brook dried up (indicative of the on-going discipline for the 

nation Israel). 
d. God provided again by sending Elijah off to Zarephath where he was 

cared for by the widow.   
e. Although the widow had nothing, God’s grace in the face of adversity 

(national discipline) was illustrated yet again by the jar of flour and the 
jug of oil that did not run dry. 

f. The adversity continued to pile up when the widow’s son fell ill and 
died.  However, God’s grace shown through again when, through 
Elijah, the boy was revived.  The widow believed (illustration of 
recovery on an individual level).  

g. Moving into 1 Kings 18, in the third year of the drought, God ordered 
Elijah to go to Ahab. 

h. He met with Ahab and instructed him to assemble the Israelites and the 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel for a demonstration of the power of 
the one true God over the false gods of Baal. 

i. After seeing God’s fire consume the wet alter and sacrifice, those in 
attendance FINALLY got it and fell facedown saying, הוּא יְהוָה  
 !The LORD is the true God" ,(Yᵊhōvâ hû' ĕlōhîm) ,הָאֱ�הִים׃
(illustration of recovery on a national level). 

j. It was then Elijah resumes his prayer, praying for the rains to return. 
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10. James 5:18 refers to this resumption of Elija’s prayer three and one-half years 
after his initial prayer, following the prolonged drought as discipline on the 
nation Israel 

11. This resumptive prayer and the resulting rains are documented here: 
1 Kings 18:42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah 
went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth 
and put his face between his knees.   
1 Kings 18:45 In a little while the sky grew black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode and went 
to Jezreel. (NASB) 

12. Here we see Elijah pray again and the active voice indicates a supergrace 
believer redeeming time, in prayer, as Job did.  The indicative mood is the 
reality of national deliverance through the prayer of this supergrace believer. 

13. This is an operational prayer of a supergrace believer, eliciting a grace 
response from God.  We see the reversionistic nation on the verge of 
catastrophe is delivered. 

14. This delivery comes in the form of great rains to replenish the lands which 
James clarifies in the last phrase of verse 18, which we reads in the New 
American Standard version, “the sky poured rain and the earth produced 
its fruit.” 

15. In place of the fifth cycle of discipline and slavery, God in grace provides 
national prosperity, in which the people of the nation have the opportunity of 
being evangelized, recovering from reversionism where and when necessary, 
moving into the area of the Edification Complex, and finally into the 
supergrace life.   

16. James alludes to the historical and powerful illustration of Elijah here to 
demonstrate how one aspect of the spiritual life can have fantastic 
repercussions in that particular hour, and in the future.   

17. This allusion by James is to remind his congregation and all believers of the 
power of prayer, and to encourages every Christian to be earnest in prayer. 

18. Prayer redeems time.  Prayer is a fantastic power when there is doctrine 
under supergrace, or when a believer understands the principles of prayer, 
and functions under grace with respect to this great thing.  

19. This is all summarized in the following expanded translation of verses 17-18: 
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James 5:17 Elijah was [ progressive indicative of the verb, 
e„mί (eimí) ] a man of a like nature like ourselves, and he prayed 
[ aorist middle indicative of the verb, proseÚcomai 
(proseúchomai) ] fervently that it might not rain, and it did not 
rain for three years and six months on the earth.  
v. 18 Then Elijah prayed [ aorist active indicative of the verb, 
proseύcomai (proseúchomai) ] again, and the sky poured rain 
and the earth produced its fruit.  (EXT) 

1. This brings us down to the final principle of James, chapter five; in verses 19 
and 20.  We have a conditional clause in verse 19, the protasis.  In verse 20, 
we have the apodosis. 

James 5:19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the 
truth and one turns him back, 
v. 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude 
of sins.  (NASB) 

2. James begins with, “Brethren,” This is vocative plural from the noun, 
ἀdelfÒj (adelphós), plus the plural pronoun, mou (mou).  So instead of 
“brother” referring to a single fellow believer in Jesus Christ, this should be 
translated, “My brethren,” meaning “fellow members of the royal family of 
God.”  

3. Just as in verses seven, nine, ten, and twelve, this is indicative of the point 
that the Book of James is addressed to those who are members of the family 
of God.   

4. The phrase indicates only a certain category: tij ἐn ὑm‹n (tis en humín) is 
the way it looks in the Greek: “any among you.”  

5. We have tis, which is an enclitic indefinite pronoun, used to express a 
substantive idea in a general sense of a category.  Then, we have en, plus the 
locative giving us the translation, “among you, my brethren.” 

6. Next, we have the word, “if,” and that is the conjunction ἐ£n (e£n), which 
introduces a third-class condition.  Eán, plus the subjunctive in the protasis, 
is the sign of a third-class condition.   

7. As a quick review, a conditional sentence has two clauses: the “if” clause (the 
protasis), and the “then” clause (the apodosis or result).  We find three kinds 
of conditional sentences in the Koine Greek of the New Testament:  
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a. The first-class condition indicates an assumption of truth.  Or for the 
debater, supposition of truth: “if, and it is true, then…” 

b. The second-class condition indicates an assumption of untruth: “if, and 
it is not true, then...”   

c. The third-class indicates a condition of uncertainty or uncertain 
outcome depending on how the volition of the individual responds: “if, 
maybe yes, or maybe no, then...”.  

8. The third-class condition always stresses your personal volition.  For 
example, “If we confess our sins, maybe we will, or maybe we won’t, 
then…”. 

9. James is using a third-class condition here to make it clear that whatever 
comes next is a matter of individual volition.  It all depends on you. 

10. James continues in verse 19; “My brethren, if any one among you do err,”.  
The term err is an Old English word used to translate the aorist passive 
subjunctive of plan£w (planáō).  We have to find out what this means in 
twentieth-century English.  

11. In the active voice, planáō often means, “to cause to wander.”  But we have 
the passive voice, here.  In the passive voice, it means, “to go astray,” “to be 
deluded,” “to be deceived,” “to be seduced,” or “to wander from the right 
way.”   

12. This is a constative aorist which means it gathers into one totality everything 
involved in going from a normal Christian experience into reversionism. This 
includes negative volition toward doctrine, i.e., every time you are indifferent 
to or neglect the daily intake of Bible doctrine.   

13. It also includes the frantic search for happiness, substituting what doctrine 
you have for false teaching, emotional revolt of the soul, every act of reverse 
process reversionism that leads to divine discipline and, ultimately, the sin 
unto death.    

14. So far, we have:  
James 5:19a My brethren, if any one among you has been 
deluded, has been seduced, has wandered from the right way…  
(EXT) 

15. The phrase, “from the right way,” is the subjunctive mood which goes with 
the third-class condition, “from the truth.” This is the preposition ἀpÒ (apó) 
plus the ablative of ἀlhqeía (alētheía).  
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16. Apó alētheía means “from the source of the doctrine.”  One has wandered 
from the source of the doctrine, Bible teaching from his right the pastor-
teacher. 

To study more on the topic of alētheía, you can  
review the 2019 Shreveport Bible Conference. 

James 5:19a My brethren, if any one among you has been 
deluded, has been seduced, has wandered from truth, the right 
way, the source of doctrine, and one turns him back …  (EXT) 

17. “Someone” is a second enclitic particle, tis.  It is an indefinite pronoun to 
indicate a category.  Someone refers to another advancing believer, the 
pastor-teacher or some other supergrace believer, who has contact with the 
individual who has been deluded and wandered away from truth.  

18. The subject, then, is the advancing believer, and the object of the action is the 
one who has wandered; the accusative singular of aÙtÒj (autós).  

19. Next, we see the verb, “turns” in the English.  This is the aorist active 
subjunctive of the verb, ἐpistrέfw (epistréphō) does not mean “to convert.”   

20. Epí, means “around,” and when used with stréphō means, “to turn.”  It 
means, “back,” epí also means, “back,” and it means, “to turn back,” or “to 
turn around.”  But it is used, generally, for changing someone's mind.   

21. The converting or “turning him back”, epistréphō, refers to communication.   
You communicate something that turns him from negative to positive. 

22. And one turns him around; the aorist tense here is a culminative aorist.  It 
refers to an actual point when the person has changed his attitude in 
reversionism.  The active voice indicates a pastor-teacher, or advancing 
believer, performs the act of communication.   

23. This gives us the following expanded translation of the verse: 
James 5:19 My brethren, if any one among you has been 
deluded, has been seduced, has wandered from the truth, and 
some other advancing believer turns him back,  (EXT) 

1. Notice that verse 19 ends with a comma.  So now we move on from the 
proptosis of our conditional statement, verse 19, into the apoptosis in verse 
20: 

https://www.joegriffin.org/media-archive/our-class-catalog/sbc19/
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James 5:20 let him know [ present active imperative mood #55 
of the verb, ginèskw (ginṓskō) ] that he who turns a sinner from 
the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover 
a multitude of sins.  (NASB)  

2. The verse begins with the present active, imperative of the verb, ginèskw 
(ginṓskō).  This is the last imperative mood, #55, in the Letter of James.  It 
should be translated: “keep on knowing.”  It is a second person plural, not a 
third person singular, and, therefore, it should be translated: “keep on 
knowing,”  

3. Following the verb of “knowing,” we have a conjunction. Óti (hóti), 
translated, “that.”  Sometimes hóti is used for quotation marks in the Greek.  
Sometimes, it is used to introduce an objective clause after a verb of 
“knowing.”  

4. That is what we have in this case.  The content of what we should know 
follows.  “Let us keep knowing” that he which converts, aorist active 
participle of ἐpistrέfw (epistréphō) again., i.e., “the one restoring, the one 
having turned back.” 

5. This refers to the advancing believer, or the pastor who turns around the 
reversionistic believer, who is called here in verse 20, “the sinner”. 

6. The word which is used is in the accusative singular.  And ¡martwlÒj 
(hamartōlós) refers to “one who deviates from the path designed by God,” or 
“one who deviates from the path of virtue.”  

7. Here the sinner is restored from the error of his way: ἐk pl£nh.  Ek plus the 
preposition, pl£nh  (plánē) means “delusion” or “deceit,” or “error,” from 
the delusion, error of his way, or reversionism.   

8. The first half of verse 20 looks like this:  
James 5:20a he should keep on knowing [ IM #55 ] [ present 
active imperative of the verb, ginèskw (ginṓskō) ] that the one 
who turns [ active aorist participle, ἐpistrέfw (epistréphō) ] a 
sinner who deviated from the path of vitrue [ accusative singular 
masculine adjective, ¡martwlÒj (hamartōlós) ] from his 
delusion [  pl£nh  (plánē) ] will save him…  (EXT) 

9. Next, we have the future active indicative of sèzw (sṓdzō), in the future 
tense, always means, “a deliverance.”    
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10. However, in this case, this not a future tense we’re used to in the English.  
This is a gnomic future which is used to state a fact, which can be expected 
under the conditions specified, which is restoration.  

11. So, the gnomic future indicates it is always possible for a believer who has 
“deviated from the path of virtue” to recover, provided he repents and goes 
back to growing in grace making the advance to spiritual maturity.  

12. The gnomic future is used to state the fact, under which the person can be 
delivered.  The active voice, the supergrace believer produces the action (of 
turning back the sinner).   

13. A supergrace believer, or a pastor-teacher can actually pray the prayer, or 
give the information, communicate the information, which causes the 
reversionist to turn around. 

14. This is imperative for the individual believer, but is also the key for national 
recovery for a nation in decline.  We must recover the thought individually 
and collectively.  

15. The indicative mood is the reality of deliverance.  He shall deliver a soul, 
which is the accusative singular noun, ψυχή (psuché).   

16. But deliverance from what?  To deliver a soul from death, ἐk f£natoj (ek 
thánatos), is used, here, for “physical death,”  which is “maximum 
discipline” to the believer. 

17. It is one thing to die when the Lord's time for you comes under dying grace.  
It is something else entirely to die as a reversionist under the sin unto death. 

18. The verse sounds like this so far: 
James 5:20 he should know [ IM #55 ] [ present active 
imperative of the verb, ginèskw (ginṓskō) ] that the one who 
turns a sinner back from his wandering path will save that 
person’s soul from death and will cover [ predictive future 
active indicative of the verb, kalÚptw (kalúptō) ] a multitude 
of sins.  (NET) 

19. There are four reasons why Christians die physically: 
a. Their work on Earth is finished, 2 Timothy 4:7;  
b. to glorify God under some special condition, Philippians 1:20–21; 
c. suicide, which is a psychotic or neurotic stage of reversionism;  
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d. maximum discipline for reversionism, the sin unto death, 1 Chronicles 
10:13, 1 John 5:16. 

20. When a believer’s work in God’s plan on this earth is complete he dies what 
we would refer to as a normal death.  For the advancing and mature believer, 
this process is encompassed in great dying grace.   

21. The Apostle Paul wrote of this as encouragement and guidance to all 
believers: 

2 Timothy 4:7 I [ Paul ] have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith.  (NASB) 

22. Paul had finished his work.  Therefore, he died under those conditions. 
23. The greatest of all instances of this in Scripture is Jesus Himself.  This is 

crystal clear from His final comment on the cross when He said: "finished”:  
John 19:30 Therefore, when Jesus [ 'Ihsoàj (Ἰēsoús)]  had 
received the sour wine, Jesus  said, “It is finished!”  [ the 
intensive perfect passive indicative of the verb, 
tetέlestai (tetélestai)].  He bowed His head and gave up His 
spirit [ physical death ]. 

24. Note that Jesus did not die physically until His work was finished.  His work 
was our salvation which required judgment for the penalty of ours sin 
underscored by His Spiritual death. 

25. Once that penalty was paid in full - when it was all over - He was still alive.  
He said: "Father, it is finished."  After “finished,” He said; "Father."  He is 
back in fellowship, now, "Into Your hands I dismiss My spirit,"  and He died 
physically because His work was finished – His salvific work was complete. 

26. When a believer dies because his work is finished; or, when he dies under 
some special case to glorify God, then it is dying grace.  When he dies under 
reversionism, there is no dying grace. 

27. Referring back to the future tense of sèzw (sṓdzō), “a deliverance”, of a 
fellow believer who has wandered from truth, from what may otherwise end 
up being physical death in the form of the sin unto death.  

28. Reversion recovery eliminates the discipline and removes all sins involved to 
that point (2 Corinthians 2:5–10, James 5:15, and James 5:20.  The sinner can 
recover and “be delivered”. 
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James 5:20 he should know [ IM #55 ] [ present active 
imperative of the verb, ginèskw (ginṓskō) ] that the one who 
turns a sinner back from his wandering path will deliver [ sèzw 
(sṓdzō) ] that person’s soul [ ψυχή (psuchḗ) ] from death [ ἐk 
f£natoj (ek thánatos) ] and will cover [ predictive future 
active indicative of the verb, kalÚptw (kalúptō) ] a multitude 
of sins.  (NET) 

29. Next in  in the passage: “and shall hide a multitude of sins.”  The future 
active indicative of the verb, kalÚptw (kalúptō).  Kalúptō means, “to 
cover.”  It is a gnomic future used to state the fact of the forgiveness of sins.  

30. The Greek noun is plÁqoj (plḗthos), and it means, “many, a large number, a 
multitude, or a throng” of sins, which is the genitive plural of ἁmartίa 
(hamartía) which indicates that all of these sins have taken you away from 
the road to blessing and off the road to supergrace.  

31. Hamartía is, in this context, the plural, referring to unconfessed sins which 
are accumulated in the last stages of reversionism. 

32. Now, the passage reads: “keep knowing that the one having turned back, or 
having restored the reversionist from the delusion of his way shall deliver a 
soul from death–the sin unto death–and cover a large number of sins.”  

33. In other words: no greater manifestation of God's grace than when you are in 
the last stages of this life, and you are dying before God's plan says you 
should die.  

34. You repent, change your attitude toward doctrine, change your attitude 
toward the authority of your right pastor-teacher, whoever he is.  When that 
occurs, then, you recover, followed by total healing and total forgiveness, and 
you are free once more to start choosing Bible doctrine every day.  

35. If you choose Bible doctrine every day, you will move into a place of great 
blessing.  If you do not, you will go back into the cosmic darkness again, and 
eventually checkout, under the sin unto death. 

36. In James 5:19–20, we learn that when a sinner leaves his wandering path, the 
soul may be rescued from the sin unto death. 

37. What follows is the expanded translation of the final sentence in the Letter of 
James.   

James 5:19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you 
wanders from the truth and someone turns him back, 




