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James 5:20 he should know [ IM #55 ] [ present active 
imperative of the verb, ginèskw (ginṓskō) ] that the one who 
turns a sinner back from his wandering path will deliver [ sèzw 
(sṓdzō) ] that person’s soul [ ψυχή (psuchḗ) ] from death [ ἐk 
f£natoj (ek thánatos) ] and will cover [ predictive future 
active indicative of the verb, kalÚptw (kalúptō) ] a multitude 
of sins.  (NET) 

29. Next in  in the passage: “and shall hide a multitude of sins.”  The future 
active indicative of the verb, kalÚptw (kalúptō).  Kalúptō means, “to 
cover.”  It is a gnomic future used to state the fact of the forgiveness of sins.  

30. The Greek noun is plÁqoj (plḗthos), and it means, “many, a large number, a 
multitude, or a throng” of sins, which is the genitive plural of ἁmartίa 
(hamartía) which indicates that all of these sins have taken you away from 
the road to blessing and off the road to supergrace.  

31. Hamartía is, in this context, the plural, referring to unconfessed sins which 
are accumulated in the last stages of reversionism. 

32. Now, the passage reads: “keep knowing that the one having turned back, or 
having restored the reversionist from the delusion of his way shall deliver a 
soul from death–the sin unto death–and cover a large number of sins.”  

33. In other words: no greater manifestation of God's grace than when you are in 
the last stages of this life, and you are dying before God's plan says you 
should die.  

34. You repent, change your attitude toward doctrine, change your attitude 
toward the authority of your right pastor-teacher, whoever he is.  When that 
occurs, then, you recover, followed by total healing and total forgiveness, and 
you are free once more to start choosing Bible doctrine every day.  

35. If you choose Bible doctrine every day, you will move into a place of great 
blessing.  If you do not, you will go back into the cosmic darkness again, and 
eventually checkout, under the sin unto death. 

36. In James 5:19–20, we learn that when a sinner leaves his wandering path, the 
soul may be rescued from the sin unto death. 

37. What follows is the expanded translation of the final sentence in the Letter of 
James.   

James 5:19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you 
wanders from the truth and someone turns him back, 
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James 5:20 he should know [ IM #55 ] [ present active 
imperative of the verb, ginèskw (ginṓskō) ] that the one who 
turns a sinner back from his wandering path will deliver [ sèzw 
(sṓzō) ] that person’s soul [ ψυχή (psyche) ] from death [ ἐk 
f£natoj (ek thánatos) ] and will cover [ predictive future 
active indicative of the verb, kalÚptw (kalúptō) ]  the 
accumulation of many sins [ plÁqoj ἁmartίa (plḗthos 
hamartia) ].  (NET) 

Coda.  This concludes our exegesis of the Letter of James.  Next, we will review 
commentaries by several theologians on the Letter of James with focus on a 
character sketch of its author, James.  We will follow that brief study with a reading 
of the expanded translation for the entire Letter of James including citations of the 
55 imperative moods contained therein. 

Following the items cited in the Coda above, three studies will then follow:  

(1) The Doctrine of Anti-Semitism, (2) The Doctrine of the Eucharist, and (3) a 
retrospective of my just concluded 40 years as pastor of Grace Doctrine Church in 
both St Louis and St. Charles Counties, Missouri: January 1985 through January 
2025. 

 

(End JAS5-49.Rev.  This concludes our Review of James Chapter 5.) 

 


